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	House Transportation Leaders Criticize Bush Administration Congestion Pricing Program

In response to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s solicitation of grant applications for its Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative (formerly known as the “Urban Partnership Agreement” Program), the bipartisan leadership of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee recently sent a letter to Transportation Secretary Mary Peters to express serious concern over the Administration’s congestion pricing program.  The letter (see attachment) – signed by Chairman James Oberstar (D-MN), Highways and Transit Subcommittee Chairman Peter DeFazio (D-OR), Ranking Member John Mica (R-FL) and Subcommittee Ranking Member John Duncan (R-TN) – criticizes USDOT for proposing to allocate FY2008 discretionary funding for a program that has not been specifically authorized by Congress.  Oberstar and his colleagues argue that the upcoming round of grants “have the potential to create an unbalanced distribution of transportation funds and to unfairly exclude jurisdictions from competing for funds for which they are statutorily eligible to receive, thereby undermining the intent of federal transportation laws as enacted by Congress.”

In recent months, key members of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, particularly Chairman Oberstar and Subcommittee Chairman DeFazio, have stepped up their criticism of the Administration’s congestion pricing program.  They question not only the fairness but also the ultimate effectiveness of pricing and tolling strategies in general.  The text of the Oberstar letter is attached for your information.

Metro Gold Line December 16 Service Changes

Today, Media Relations distributed a news release (see attachment) announcing that beginning on Sunday, December 16th, Metro will change its operating schedule for the Metro Gold Line to improve train service for all Metro Gold Line patrons.  The release notes that trains will now operate every 7-8 minutes during the peak morning and afternoon rush hours, down from the current average of 10 minutes for local trains.

These service improvements are made possible in part by discontinuing Express Service, which made only six stops in 13 during peak morning and afternoon periods.  Trains will now stop at all stations between downtown Los Angeles and Pasadena throughout the day.  Mid-day trains will now run every 12 minutes, offering one additional trip per hour from the previous 15-minute schedule.  Likewise, weekend trains will run every 12 minutes from mid-morning until early evening, offering one additional trip per hour from the previous timetable.

The new schedule will facilitate access to all Gold Line Stations all day, where a growing number of large transit and business-oriented developments are now located.  The change to 12-minute service during mid-day will now match Metro Red, Blue and Purple Line mid-day schedules, reducing overall trip times for patrons transferring to and from the Metro Gold and Metro Red Lines at Union Station.

On November 30, Metro Rail staff initiated a public information campaign involving media, station signage, seat drop flyers and website updates to notify passengers of the service changes.

Media Inquiry Regarding the BRU’s Call to Secure Funding for the Wilshire Bus-Only Lane as part of their Fight Against Global Warming

The Bus Riders Union today held a rally and press conference demanding that the U.S. cut emissions by at least 50 percent and called upon Mayor Villaraigosa and other City Council members to join the fight on global warming by reducing autos here in Los Angeles and secure funding for the Wilshire Bus-Only lanes.  They want representatives from the city to secure the $27 million necessary for the Wilshire project.  Both Hoy and La Opinion newspapers inquired today regarding the Wilshire Bus-Only Lane project.  Stories are expected to run tomorrow.

12th Annual Metro Holiday Gift Giving Drive

On Monday, December 10, 2007 Metro volunteers will load on a Metro Bus more than 5,000 gifts for children and families for delivery to the Fred Jordan Mission.  This is part of the 12th Annual Holiday Gift Giving Drive in which Metro employees contribute unwrapped gifts (toys, dolls, games, blankets, footballs, backpacks, canned goods, etc.) for the needy.

WHAT:
Metro Santa Claus, preschool children and volunteers will load a Metro Bus with more than 5,000 gifts for children and families served by the Fred Jordan Mission as part of the 12th annual Metro Holiday Gift Giving Drive.  Santa will deliver the gifts to Skid Row where they will be distributed on Sunday, December 16, 2007 during a holiday event at the mission. 

WHEN:
Monday, December 10, 2007

9:00 a.m. Santa and his helpers will begin loading holiday buses

9:30 a.m. Metro Bus delivers gifts to the Fred Jordan Mission 

WHERE:
Metro Transit Plaza

One Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, Ca 90012

VISUALS:
Metro Santa Claus, Metro Choir and preschool children will help to create a traditional holiday atmosphere while they load the buses with gifts and ride to the mission warehouse.

Board Members who wish to attend can contact my office for more information so that we can make the necessary arrangements.
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