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	Steering Committee and Technical Advisory Committee Formed for the Route 710 Geotechnical Feasibility Study

Today, Doug Failing and I co-signed a letter to initiate the formation of the Steering Committee and Technical Advisory Committees for the Route 710 Geotechnical Feasibility Study.  The letters were mailed to County Supervisorial Districts 1 and 5, to the Cities of Alhambra, Glendale, La Canada-Flintridge, Los Angeles, Monterey Park, Pasadena, San Marino, and South Pasadena and to SCAG and the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments.  The letters propose a target date of January 2008 for the first convening of the committees.  Caltrans Project Manager will receive the nominations from the aforementioned jurisdictions.  Metro and Caltrans will also have representation on both committees.

GreenXchange Global Conference

This afternoon, I joined Congressman Earl Blumenauer and Former Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta on a panel at the GreenXchange Global Conference's plenary session entitled "Next Generation Transportation Technologies", which was moderated by Director David Fleming.  I spoke about Metro's Green policies and practices and the various sustainable mobility solutions that Metro has already implemented and will be implementing to continuously address the issues surrounding climate change.  Some of the green practices that I mentioned included Metro's growing CNG fleet, LEED Silver rating minimum on all new Metro projects and transit-oriented developments, the use of 33% less electricity and 50% less water on our project, Metro's solar installation, and Metro's Pilot Sustainability Management System.  I also highlighted the Board's commitment to greener policies which resulted in the formation of the Ad Hoc Committees for Congestion Pricing and for Climate Change and Sustainability. 

The GreenXchange Global Marketplace Conference brings together leading private and public decision makers who buy, manufacture, sell, finance, endorse and legislate green technologies, products, innovations and services.

12th Annual Metro Gift Giving Drive

This morning, I spoke at the 12 Annual Metro Gift Giving Drive where approximately 5,000 toys, gift, and various items, donated by Metro employees, were loaded onto Metro Buses and transported to the Fred Jordan Mission.  The items will be distributed to families in need later this week and Willie Jordan, president of the Fred Jordan Mission, was present to express his gratitude.  
In addition, Channel 22/52, 54, Downtown News and the Chinese Daily News attended the event at the Metro Gateway Building.  Stories are expected to run later today and tomorrow.

Metro Receives “Business Graphics” Design Award 

PRINT Magazine has awarded Metro a “business graphics” award and selected Metro’s new Signage Standards & Guidelines Manual as one of the top examples of business graphics in the US.  PRINT publishes the most comprehensive survey of graphic design in the US and received several thousand entries from almost every state.  Jurors look for “a sense of clarity” and projects which have a “design strategy which facilitates business.”  Metro’s Signage Standards & Guidelines Manual is being developed in order to provide clear, consistent signage standards and to provide design guidelines which, if/when implemented, will aid our customers as they use our bus and rail system.  This is the 12th award received by Metro Creative Services in 2007.

Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro.net Implements Improvements for Disabled Riders

Today, Media Relations issued a news release announcing that Metro has implemented an accessibility enhancement to its home web page www.Metro.net.  The news release notes that visitors can access this information by selecting Metro’s “Text-only version of Metro.net” and “Riders with Disabilities” links at the top of the home page.  This link provides an alternative means for people to access key elements on the Metro website.  Each page accessed by visitors who use the text-only version of Metro.net can be read by popular “screen reader” software such as Window Eyes or JAWS used by the visually impaired.  Those who access Metro.net via handheld devices will automatically and seamlessly be sent to Metro.net/mobile as well.

Metro worked with its Accessibility Advisory Committee for the past several months asking for comments on ease of use of the link and any links which should be included.  A test link of the site was also given to members for their comments.  Metro’s web site www.Metro.net receives over 55.3 million hits a month.

Media Relations Issues News Release on Go Metro Free for the Holidays

Today, Media Relations distributed a news release noting that again this year Metro will offer a special Holiday Free Fare Program for all Metro Bus and Metro Rail lines operating on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.  The release notes that the free fare program will be in effect between the hours of 9 p.m. and 2 a.m. only on the nights and early morning hours of December 24-25 and December 31-January 1.  Patrons boarding a Metro Bus, including the Metro Orange Line, and Metro Red Line, Purple Line, Blue Line, Green Line and Gold Line during the hours designated will receive a free ride to their destination.  The free rides are being offered during this period to promote safety during the holiday season.
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