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	House Set to Vote On Omnibus Appropriations Bill Tonight – Measure Includes Funds for LACMTA

The U.S. House of Representatives is slated to vote this evening on a massive spending bill that includes 11 of the 12 appropriations bills for Fiscal Year 2008.  The omnibus bill will include approximately $933 billion in discretionary spending.  President Bush has signaled that he would veto any measure that exceeds $933 billion in spending.  To meet the President’s spending request, Democratic leaders have shaved 2% off the dollar figure for earmarks, including earmarks for our projects.  The omnibus bill is expected to include $78.4 million for the Eastside Light Rail Line ($1.6 million reduction), $16.3 million for the Metro Rapid System Gap Closure Project ($333,731 reduction) and will include language repealing the longstanding prohibition on federal funding for subway tunneling in Los Angeles.  The U.S. Senate is expected to vote tomorrow on this omnibus package.
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