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	Congress Sends Energy Legislation to President 

Earlier today, the U.S. House of Representatives took final action on major energy legislation that will be sent to President Bush.  The “Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007” (H.R. 6) raises the corporate average fuel efficiency standard (CAFE) for cars and light trucks to 35 mpg by 2020, a 40% increase over current standards that have been in place since 1975.  Although generally sweeping in nature, the measure approved today represents a scaled-down version of the original legislation introduced as part of the House Democrats’ 2006 campaign platform.  

In addition to the new CAFE standard, the legislation includes numerous provisions of relevance to Metro: 

Highway Trust Fund – Because the new CAFE standard would lower fuel consumption and thereby reduce revenues deposited into the Highway Trust Fund, the legislation offsets the revenue loss (estimated at $2.1 billion over ten years) through an extension of the federal unemployment surtax and various other tax and savings provisions. 

Energy Efficiency Block Grant Program – H.R. 6 establishes a new Energy Efficiency Block Grant Program in which the U.S. Department of Energy would award grants to state and local governments for an array of activities to improve energy efficiency.  Grants would go to cities with a population of at least 50,000 or counties with a population of at least 200,000.  Local governments can use the grants to develop energy efficiency strategies, hire technical consultants, conduct energy audits and develop conservation programs.  The new grant program is authorized at $10 billion over five years. 

Center for Climate Change and the Environment – The bill establishes the Center for Climate Change and Environment within the U.S. Department of Transportation.  Among other things, the purpose of the center is to examine fuel efficiency savings and clean air impacts of major transportation projects and to identify low-cost solutions to reduce congestion and transportation-related energy use and mitigate the effects of climate change. 

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Program – H.R. 6 allows the federal share of projects financed by CMAQ funds to be increased to 100% from the current 80% maximum federal share.  Metro is a major recipient of CMAQ funds.  

Federal-Aid Highway Program – The measure directs the Federal Highway Administration, when administering rescissions of highway funds that are apportioned to states, to distribute rescissions proportionally across all “core” highway programs.  The provision is intended to prevent states from applying a greater portion of the rescission to the CMAQ program or to the Transportation Enhancements program, as some states have done in recent years when such rescissions have been made. 

Railroads – H.R. 6 authorizes $50 million annually from FY 2008 to FY 2011 for a capital grant program for short-line and regional railroads to modify tracks in order to accommodate 286,000-pound rail cars.  The program is intended to reduce truck emissions by promoting the use of rail transportation.  Grants can be provided to Class II or Class III railroads or to state and local governments.  The measure sets the federal share at 80% and requires grant-funded projects to meet certain employee protection standards. 

Green Locomotive Pilot Program – The bill authorizes $10 million annually from FY 2008 to FY 2011 for a “green” locomotive pilot program within the U.S. Department of Transportation.  Under the pilot program, railroads and state and local governments can receive grants to purchase hybrid locomotives and demonstrate the extent to which the locomotives can increase fuel economy, reduce emissions and lower operating costs.  The federal share under the program would be 90%, and recipients would be barred from using grant funds to pay for emissions reductions mandated under federal, state or local law. 

The White House has indicated that President Bush plans to sign H.R. 6 into law on Wednesday.

Final Spending Bill Continues To Be Considered On Capitol Hill

The U.S. Senate is expected to vote this evening on an end of the year omnibus spending bill, potentially ending an appropriations battle between Congress and the White House.  Last night the House adopted a spending measure close to the President’s $933 billion aggregate target for the year.  This evening, the Senate is expected to amend the House bill, by adding $70 billion for the Iraq war effort, and then send the measure back to the House for final adoption.  We are in constant communication with Congressional offices to ensure that our legislative priorities remain in the final Fiscal Year 2008 omnibus spending package.

OC/LA Inter-County Transportation Study Elected Officials Workshop

On Thursday, December 13, 2007 Metro and Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) hosted an elected Officials Workshop for the Orange County/Los Angeles Inter-County Transportation Study.  The workshop was presided over by Chair Pam O’Connor and OCTA Vice Chair Chris Norby.  More than 55 elected officials and City agency representatives attended the meeting.  Also in attendance for this landmark meeting between the two counties was Director Bonnie Lowenthal, OCTA Directors Arthur C. Brown, John Moorlach, Gregory T. Winterbottom, OCTA Chief Executive Officer Art Leahy and myself. 

Attendees discussed the types of transportation improvements that are needed for cross border travel.  Topics included the use of the Pacific Electric Right-of-Way (ROW) and the importance of a more active partnership between the two counties.  The discussions were facilitated by an interactive survey using instant electronic inputs by the participants.  In Spring 2008, the elected officials will be invited to a second workshop to comment on an initial set of conceptual alternatives.

Metro will Host the Bicycle Valet Parking for the Tour de California

The Metro Bike Program was invited to sponsor the “Bike Valet” at the finish line of the Amgen Tour de California in the Pasadena Rose Bowl on Sunday, February 24, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  With the help of the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition, we will be hosting the bicycle valet parking for spectators attending the event.  The Pasadena Rose Bowl is the last stage of an eight-day 700-mile race.  

There are seven stages to the race starting at Stanford University in Palo Alto on Sunday, February 17 and ending in Pasadena on Sunday, February 24.  Each finish line is a focal point for spectators and will have a Health Net Lifestyle Festival during the day featuring health and fitness expo, cancer awareness education, cycling gear, bike safety, entertainment and food.  

The Tour de California is a professional bicycle stage race to the California coast.  The world’s top professional teams will compete over the eight-days on a route that includes the California redwoods, wine country and Pacific Coast.  There will be a Metro information table at the bicycle valet where bicycle maps and other information will be available.
Metro Hosts People’s Republic of China and Tibet Audit Delegation

On Friday, December 14, 2007 we hosted 25 senior audit officials from the People’s Republic of China and the Tibet Autonomous region.  The delegation is visiting the United States to learn about key audit management issues such as agency-wide risk assessments and focusing audits in areas of importance. 

Metro staff briefed the international delegation on several audit areas including managing the audit process from agency-wide risk assessment through follow-up on audit recommendations.  In addition, we provided an overview on the audit software TeamMate© and other tools used to efficiently manage the audit process.  
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