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	House Clears Omnibus Spending Bill

The U.S. House of Representatives gave final approval today to a massive omnibus appropriations package, thereby clearing it for the President’s signature. Today’s action brings an end to the FY 2008 appropriations season and caps a months-long struggle between Congress and the White House over spending levels, with the Bush Administration prevailing on many issues, most notably a hard cap of $933 billion in discretionary spending and additional funding for continued military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan with no conditions or requirements for troop withdrawal.  

The final version of the omnibus spending bill is good news for Metro. First, it includes a provision sponsored by Congressman Henry Waxman that repeals the longstanding federal prohibition on subway tunneling along the Wilshire Corridor. Second, the bill includes $78.4 million in New Starts funds for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and $16.3 million in Small Starts funds for the Metro Rapid System Gap Closure Project. Third, the omnibus provides $400 million for transit security grants, an increase of 45% over last year’s enacted level.  

This year’s successful outcome on Capitol Hill could not have been possible without the hard work and advocacy of the entire Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation, with special appreciation to Representatives Lucille Roybal-Allard and Henry Waxman and Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer.  In addition, Board Chair Pam O’Connor led a very successful advocacy effort on behalf of the entire Board in helping to achieve these important victories for Metro. I am greatly appreciative to our Chair, as well as each member of the Board, for devoting significant time and effort in advocating for Metro’s priorities.

President Bush is expected to sign the omnibus appropriations bill into law before the end of the week.

Metro Division 18 Solar Installation Unveiling Event

Chief Operations Officer Carolyn Flowers joined Board Chair Pam O’Connor, South Bay Sector Manager Dana Coffey and officials from Chevron Energy Solutions and The Gas Company to unveil Metro’s massive solar panel installation in Division 18 in Carson this morning. The installation is the largest solar panel project at a single transit facility within the U.S. transit industry, and is the latest example of the agency’s new initiatives to reach even greater levels of operational energy efficiency and sustainability. The 498-kilowatt (DC) system comprises of 1,632 individual solar panels installed on the roof of the division’s maintenance facility and six parking lot carport structures. Solar power generated from the panels is estimated to lower carbon emissions by 143 metric tons. We expect to receive up to $1.2 million in Gas Company incentives to help offset the project’s costs. The system will generate 600,000 kilowatt-hours of electricity per year, which is enough to save the division $17,000 per month, or $200,000 per year. 
Despite early morning rains, several major media outlets covered the event, including KTLA Channel 5, Los Angeles Times, La Opinion, KFWB and NPR radio.  Stories are expected to run today and tomorrow.
Metro’s Art Program Featured Tonight on KCET Life & Times     

Metro’s art program will be featured on the popular television program KCET Life & Times this evening. The program, Subtitled “Going Underground for Great Public Art”, will include visits to several Metro Rail stations, the newly upgraded/improved Metro Customer Center on Wilshire and La Brea and the artist designed seat fabric used on our articulated buses. Interviews with staff and artists will also be included. 
Life and Times covers “important Southern California issues, people and culture” and airs weeknights at 7:00 p.m. A photo of one of Metro’s art projects is featured on KCET’s homepage: http://www.kcet.org/lifeandtimes/.

Metro Map Featured in New Book

The map of the Metro Rail and transitway lines was selected for inclusion in a new book entitled “Transit Maps of the World” by Mark Ovenden. The map is lauded for the quality of its design which is described as “both clear and confident”. The map was designed by our in-house design group within Creative Services. The book was recently featured in the New York Times Book Review as being one of the best holiday presents of the year. The review referred to it as “a must-have” and “pure catnip”. 
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