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In this issue:
· Board of Supervisors Vote to Allow Sales Tax Measure on General Election Ballot
· Media Inquiry into Issues With the Metro Day Passes

· Media Inquiry into School Pool Program

· Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Golden State Freeway (I-5)/Antelope Valley Freeway (SR-14) HOV Direct Connector


	Board of Supervisors Vote to Allow Sales Tax Measure on General Election Ballot
Today, the Los Angeles Board of Supervisors reconsidered its previous action and voted three to two to consolidate our Half-Cent Sales Tax Measure on the general election ballot in November.  
Since the Board of Supervisors reconsidered its previous action, I have contacted our attorneys, Kaufman & Downing, LLP, and they have submitted our request to the Court to dismiss our petition.
As a result of today’s action, Media Relations received calls from the Associated Press and the Bond Buyer.  The reporters were told that because of the vote, we will not seek further legal action and that the lawsuit will be dropped.  Stories may appear tomorrow.

Media Inquiry into Issues With the Metro Day Passes

Today, a Daily News reporter, acting on a tip provided by a Los Angeles Sheriffs Deputy, inquired about bus operators allegedly selling Metro Day passes on the side and bus operators being assaulted by patrons who then steal them.  Deputy Executive Officer of System Safety & Security, Jack Eckles, responded that there have been incidences; however, it is not endemic.  Bus operators selling Day Passes on the side account for three cases a year among 6,000 operators.  
In the case of assaults on bus operators, most are by patrons who try to grab Day Pass booklets.  There have been seven cases this year, and most of them are by mentally ill patrons.  It was also mentioned that we are conducting an internal audit to evaluate the effectiveness of the internal controls over day passes.  A story is scheduled to run this week.
Media Inquiry into School Pool Program

Today, La Opinion inquired regarding our School Pool Program -- a free and voluntary program administered by Metro Commute Services that matches parents in carpools to and from area schools.  The reporter was told that with $4-a-gallon gas at the pumps, parents will be looking for ways to save money and our School Pool Program can help them this coming school year.  The story is expected to run this weekend.

Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Golden State Freeway (I-5)/Antelope Valley Freeway (SR-14) High Occupancy Vehicle Direct Connector

On Monday, August 18, 2008 at 10:00 a.m., Caltrans will be holding a groundbreaking event at the Los Angeles County Assessor’s Office, located at 13800 Balboa Boulevard in Sylmar, for its I-5/14 Direct High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Connector project.

Event details:

What:
Caltrans I-5/14 Direct HOV Connector Groundbreaking Event

When:
Monday, August 18, 2008 – 10:00 a.m.

Where:
LA County Assessor’s Office, 13800 Balboa Boulevard, Sylmar, CA

Board members who wish to attend may contact my office so we can make the necessary arrangements.

http://boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/Invitation.doc
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