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	Eleventh Annual Transportation Summit 

Yesterday, I was one of the panel speakers at the "Transit CEO's Roundtable" Panel Session at the 11th Annual Transportation Summit in Irving, Texas.  My presentation included information about the transportation challenges and opportunities we are facing in Los Angeles County.  Other speakers in this panel session included John Hedrick, President of Denton County Transportation Authority; John Inglish, CEO & General Manager of Utah Transit Authority; Dick Ruddell, President and Executive Director of The Fort Worth Transportation Authority (the T); Rick Simonetta, CEO of Valley Metro Rail, Inc.; and Gary Thomas, President & Executive Director of Dallas Area Rapid Transit . The session was moderated by Walter Kulyk, Director of the Office of Mobility Innovation at the Federal Transit Administration
Random Baggage Searches to Commence at Union Station

Personnel from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department – Transit Services Bureau will be conducting random baggage searches in the coming months as part of the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) on going efforts to secure mass transit agencies’ rail systems.  Recently, these random search operations have been conducted at Metrolink stations in Orange, L.A., San Bernardino, and Ventura Counties.  These operations are funded through a grant provided by the DHS and include personnel from the Los Angeles Office of the Transportation Security Administration (TSA).  Baggage searches are scheduled at Union Station at the end of September.

Media Inquiry Regarding the Orange/Los Angeles County Transportation Study

Today, a Whittier Daily News reporter requested information on the OC/LA Intercounty Transportation Study.  Staff explained that Planning will present its final status and additional recommendations for future actions to the Board in October.  A story will run next Monday.

Media Coverage of Accident Involving a Metro Bus

Last night a Metro bus while traveling northbound on the 101 freeway near the Glendale off ramp was struck by a vehicle entering the freeway at a high rate of speed.  As a result, a female passenger on the vehicle was pronounced dead at the scene.  The bus operator was unharmed while the car’s driver was taken to Los Angeles County/USC Medical Center.  The bus line 704 was going back to Division 7 without passengers when the accident occurred around 8:08 p.m.  Media Relations staff was on scene and reported that a crew from Channel 2/9 was present on the incident site.  City News Service ran a story.

Next Week’s Procurement Postings

IFB to Procure Bus Rear Differential Assembly Kits

We will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure Bus Rear Differential Assembly Kits.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 19 through November 1, 2008.

This product will support the Bus Operations Midlife Program.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

IFB to Procure Bus Turbochargers

We will release an IFB next week to procure Bus Turbochargers.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 21 through January 2, 2009.

This product will support the Bus Operation Facilities.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Supervisor Antonovich; Mehdi Morshed, Executive Director of California High Speed Rail Authority, and Dan Levitt, Deputy Executive Director of California High Speed Rail Authority.  I will also participate in a telephone conference with Congressman Brad Sherman regarding the Next Authorization Bill.  Finally, I will be participating in the Annual Governance Council Meet and Confer.
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