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In this issue:
· Response to Congressional Letter Regarding Gold Line Foothill Extension

· Institutional Pass Program Continues to Grow
· Expo Light Rail Line – Construction Notice



	Response to Congressional Letter Regarding Gold Line Foothill Extension
Today, we conveyed a letter to several area Members of Congress who wrote to us on July 23, 2008 to express their strong support for the Gold Line Foothill Extension.  The congressional letter was signed by U.S. Representatives David Dreier (D-CA), Gary Miller (R-CA), Grace Napolitano (D-CA), Adam Schiff (D-CA) and Hilda Solis (D-CA).  For your review, a copy of our correspondence is attached.
Senator Darrell Steinberg is Voted as the New Senate President pro Tempore 

Today, the California State Senate voted to appoint Senator Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento) as the new Senate President pro Tempore.  Senator Steinberg will officially take over the Senate in November.  He is the author of SB 375, which is considered one of the most progressive environmental legislative bills since AB 32, the Global Warming Solutions Act authored by Speaker Emeritus, Fabian Nunez.
Institutional Pass Program Continues to Grow
Communications staff is pleased to announce the addition of Pierce College to its list of Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) participants in our Institutional Pass 
Program.  Pierce will join Los Angeles City College, Los Angeles Trade Technical, 
Valley College, East Los Angeles College and Southwest College for the fall 2008 
semester.  

Also new this fall is that the Transit Access Pass (TAP) will replace the paper stamp as fare media for the program.  LACCD has ordered 3,100 TAP cards (revenue: $412,300) and will make the cards available for purchase to students carrying eight units or more.  Some campuses will subsidize the cost of the passes to increase participation.  UCLA and Rio Hondo College have agreed to continue their pass programs, bringing the total participating campuses to eight.
This fall program is a pilot that is intended to grow to over 30,000 potential qualified community college students when fully implemented in subsequent 2009 semesters.  TAP Operation staff is working with Communications to ensure features such as registration of these subsidized passes with convenience of web-enabled links are developed.  TAP passes will provide usage data, reduce fraud from misuse and ensure control of revenue assets not possible with paper media.

Expo Light Rail Line – Construction Notice

Starting Friday, August 22, 2008, beginning at 11:00 p.m. through Friday, September 5, 2008, ending at 5:00 p.m., there will be temporary street closures along Flower Street from 27th Street through 31st Street, as noted in the attached construction notice.

What: 
Temporary Street Closures

When: 
Friday, August 22, 2008 (11:00 p.m.) through Friday, September 5, 2008 (5:00 p.m.) Work will be performed Monday through Saturday only
Where: 
Flower Street between 27th Street and 31st Street

Traffic Impacts:

· 27th, 28th and 29th Streets will be closed to through traffic at the intersection of Flower Street for the duration of this construction activity. 
· Adams Boulevard, 30th Street and 31st Street will remain open to through traffic at the intersection of Flower Street for the duration of this construction activity.
· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

(Construction schedules are subject to change due to weather conditions, unforeseen emergencies and other acts of nature.)
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