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· First Round of Community Workshops for the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project Near Completion 

· Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Meeting Recap
· Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension – Construction Notice
· Reserve the Dates


	First Round of Community Workshops for the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project Near Completion

On Saturday, August 23, 2008, we held the fourth of five Community Workshops to increase awareness and seek input from the communities along the I-10 and I-110 corridors regarding our Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative project.  Concerns ranged from the impact the project will have on vanpools to the desire for more express bus service.  The next Workshop is scheduled for Friday, September 12, 2008, at the South Bay Governance Council at the Carson Community Center.

Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Meeting Recap
The Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Alternatives Analysis project team held the first meeting of its Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on August 20, 2008. Approximately 25 people attended, including representatives from Caltrans, Southern California Association of Governments, California Public Utilities Commission, Los Angeles World Airports, the South Bay Cities Council of Governments, the Gateway Cities Council of Governments and many of the corridor's local jurisdictions.  
TAC members were introduced to the project study area, the purpose and need for the study, potential alternatives, potential evaluation criteria and the proposed public outreach schedule.  The TAC is anticipated to convene approximately seven more times over the course of the Alternatives Analysis to provide the project team with technical feedback on the development of project alternatives as well as assist with interagency coordination.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension – Construction Notice

Starting Tuesday, August 26, 2008 through Thursday, August 28, 2008, demolition of the sidewalk and the street will take place on Pleasant Avenue from Boyle Avenue to the northeast side of Mariachi Plaza.  A temporary sidewalk will be installed.  The final street repaving is scheduled for the end of October.  More information is provided in the attached Construction Notice.

What:
Sidewalk demolition and street repaving

When:
Tuesday, August 26, 2008 – Thursday, August 28, 2008.  The approximate hours of construction will be from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Where:
Mariachi Plaza, along Pleasant Avenue in Boyle Heights.
http://www.metro.net/projects_studies/eastside/images/notice_2008_0826.pdf

Reserve the Dates

FTA New Start Projects Quarterly Review, Wednesday, August 27, 2008, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Metro Gateway Headquarters’ - Windsor Conference Room
The meeting is being held to update Federal Transit Administration (FTA) representatives about our ongoing construction projects and other management related items.

Mission 71 Project, Thursday, September 4, 2008, 10:00 a.m., 1698 W. Mission Blvd., Pomona, California
The City of Pomona will host a Groundbreaking Ceremony for this project on the southeast corner of the Mission Blvd. & State Route 71 Intersection.

Urban Land Institute Presentation, Wednesday, September 10, 2008, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., 515 S. Flower Street, Los Angeles, California

The presentation will provide information on our transit-oriented development and policies affecting real estate development.
High Gas Prices: The Tipping Point, Wednesday, September 10, 2008, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Wilshire Grand Hotel, 930 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, California
The Southern California Association of Governments, LA County transportation agencies and Mobility 21 will host a discussion on the impact of increasing gas prices on the region and how residents, public agencies and the corporate world are responding.  
San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership Awards Gala, Friday, September 12, 2008, 6:30 p.m., Santa Anita Park, 285 West Huntington Drive, Arcadia, California
The reception will begin at 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner and the awards presentation.  Included among the 2008 Honorees is Director John Fasana who will be receiving the 2008 Community Service Award.

2008 Fernando Awards Dinner, Saturday, September 13, 2008, 6:00 p.m., Universal Studios' Globe Theatre, Universal City, California.

The reception will begin at 6:00 p.m., followed by dinner and the awards presentation starting at 7:30 p.m.

Bus Roadeo Media Event, Friday, September 19, 2008, Time & Location: TBD

A press event will take place to provide media an opportunity to ride the Bus Roadeo course and experience the skill required to drive our buses.

Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so we can make the necessary arrangements. 

Bus Roadeo, Saturday, September 20, 2008, 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Santa Anita Racetrack – Gate 6, Arcadia, California 
The event will feature a bus course competition for both Bus Operators and Bus Mechanics.  

Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so we can make the necessary arrangements. 

Los Angeles Chamber’s ACCESS LA City Hall, Thursday, September 25, 2008, 7:45 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., Greater Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, 350 South Bixel Street, Los Angeles, California

The LA Chamber will be hosting its annual event to talk with city leaders, including Mayor Villaraigosa and members of the LA City Council face-to-face on critical topics facing businesses and Los Angeles.

Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park) Tour of our Transit & Highway System, Friday, September 29, 2008 & Monday, October 27, 2008, Time: TBD 
Board members who wish to attend may contact my office so we can make the necessary arrangements.
Century City Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors Meeting, Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m., Century Plaza Towers, 2029 Century Park East, 4th Floor Conference Room, Los Angeles, California

Century City Chamber of Commerce will hear an overview and update of the sales tax measure.  
Asian American Architects and Engineers Association’s 31st Awards Banquet, Thursday, October 2, 2008, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Omni Hotel, 251 South Olive Street, Los Angeles, California
This organization will recognize us as the “Agency of the Year” for our outstanding contribution to transit services and mobility in the Southern California region.  
International Association of Public Transport (UITP) Meeting & Tour, Friday, October 3, 2008, Location & Time: TBD
We will be providing UITP a briefing of our Security Program, a static display of our equipment and a tour of our system.
APTA Annual Meeting, Sunday, October 5, 2008 – Wednesday, October 8, 2008, Various Times, Grand Manchester, Hyatt Hotel & San Diego Marriott Hotel & Marina

The Annual Meeting & EXPO 2008 will consist of an extensive series of educational sessions, forums, technical tours, and other learning and networking activities.  
Night of Stars, Friday, October 17, 2008, 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m., Bonaventure Hotel – California Ballroom, 404 S. Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, California

The awards program recognizes the “best of the best” in transportation and maintenance personnel who have displayed dedication to safety, customer satisfaction and a commitment to exceeding expectations on the job.  
Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
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