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In this issue:

· State Legislative Update 
· Media Inquiry into Metro Bus Surveillance

· Media Feature on Metro School Pool Program

· Expo Light Rail Line – Construction Notice



	State Legislative Update

Yesterday, the Assembly Transportation Committee met to consider SB 1422 (Ridley-Thomas) which would provide us  with the authority to implement HOT Lanes on the 110 and 10.  Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas presented the bill and our staff responded to questions.  Caltrans Director Will Kempton also made comments in support of the bill.  The measure was approved by a 10-0 vote of the committee.  SB 1422 has been referred to the Assembly Floor and then to the Senate Floor for a concurrence vote.  

AB 3021 (Nava) which would create the California Transportation Financing Authority and would provide the authority to approve tolling projects, was approved by the Senate Floor today by a 23-10 vote.  AB 3021 had previously failed to garner enough votes to pass the Senate Floor, however the bill was granted reconsideration.  The measure has been referred to the Assembly Floor for a concurrence vote.

SB 375 (Steinberg) which would require regional transportation agencies to adopt sustainable community strategy was considered by the Assembly Floor yesterday.  Senator Steinberg agreed to amendments sought by the Board and these amendments were incorporated into the bill.  SB 375 was passed by a vote of 46-22.  It now returns to the Senate for a concurrence vote.

AB 2321 (Feuer) our sales tax bill is expected to be considered by the Senate Floor sometime this week.  As we come to the end of the legislative session on August 31st, we expect all these measures will be heard and voted on this week.  We will keep you posted on any new developments.

Media Inquiry into Metro Bus Surveillance

A reporter from the Los Angeles Times Orange County edition working on a story about bus surveillance cameras for Orange County Transportation Authority requested information on how much funding the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has provided for the Metro Bus surveillance program.  Staff reported that since 2004, we have received $4 million from DHS for the bus system which includes training, surveillance equipment and disaster recovery systems.  A story will run tomorrow. 

Media Feature on Metro School Pool Program
KNBC-Ch. 4 will feature the Metro School Pool Program next week during the back to school period.  Staff was interviewed to promote our school pool program, which is voluntary and helps parents form carpools to take their kids to school, thus reducing traffic congestion, saving on gas and decreasing their carbon footprint.

Expo Light Rail Line – Construction Notice

Starting Friday, August 29, 2008 through Friday, November 7, 2008, there will be a temporary detour for the entrance and exit into the north parking lot of Rancho Cienega Sports Park in the Mid-Corridor area of the Expo Light Rail alignment, as noted in the attached construction notice.

What: 
Temporary Detour for Entrance/Exit into North Parking Lot

When: 
Friday, August 29, 2008 through Friday, November 7, 2008.  Work will be performed from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (Monday through Friday).

Where: 
Rancho Cienega Sports Park (north parking lot), 5001 Rodeo Road, Los Angeles, CA 90016

Traffic Impacts:

· A temporary ramp will be built to detour traffic entering and exiting the park’s north parking lot for the duration of this construction activity. 

· Directional signage and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

· Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times.  Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.   

http://snipurl.com/3k24k 
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