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	State Legislative Update

Over the weekend, our Government Relations team successfully obtained final legislative approval of our sponsored bills, AB 2321 (Feuer) which would authorize a sales tax and SB 1422 (Ridley-Thomas) which provides legislative approval of our Congestion Reduction Demonstration program.  
As of the writing of Friday’s Daily Brief, both measures were pending final votes.  Over the weekend, the State Senate and Assembly gave final approval to each of these measures, including Senate Transportation and Housing committee approval and full Senate approval of SB 1422, and final Senate floor and Assembly concurrence votes on AB 2321.  These measures must be signed by the Governor by September 30, 2008.
I-10/I-110 Congestion Reduction Community Workshop Meetings

Last week, our consultants sent out 1200 e-blast invitations and notifications to community organizations, including the Council of Governments (COG’s), in the I-10 (San Gabriel Valley) and I-110 (South Bay to Los Angeles) Corridors regarding additional Community Workshops for the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Program.  Ads will also run in key South Bay newspapers.  The notice is attached for your review.  In brief, the notices contain the following message:

“Please join us at a Metro and Caltrans workshop about a proposed Congestion Reduction Demonstration project in the I-10 and I-110 corridors.  In response to your request, we have scheduled additional workshops to provide another opportunity to learn about the project, ask questions and express opinions.  The proposed project involves a demonstration of FastLanes, an innovative new way to make traveling the 10 and the 110 faster and more reliable.  These High Occupancy Vehicle lanes would use a congestion pricing system to offer single occupancy vehicle drivers, carpoolers, vanpoolers and transit riders more choices to help improve their trips through the area.”

The workshop dates and locations are as follows:

Friday, September 12 (9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.)
Metro South Bay Governance Council Meeting

Carson Civic Center
(Carson Community Center)

801 E. Carson Street

Carson, CA 90745

Saturday, September 20 (10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.)

JBAC-LA Block Association
Vineyard Recreation Center

2942 Vineyard Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90016
http://boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/OutreachFlyer.pdf
Media Briefings for Westside Extension Study

Earlier today, staff briefed media representatives about the five upcoming community update meetings for the Westside Extension Transit Corridor Alternatives Analysis study that are scheduled between September 3, 2008 and September 10, 2008.  This is the fourth and final round of public meetings since the study began last fall.  
Staff provided an overview of the recommendations they intend to bring to the Board later this year, including the two build alternatives that staff will ask the Board to authorize further study.  Staff provided a summary of the screening of alternatives since the last public updates were provided in May, preliminary information about the performance of the two build alternatives, regional benefits of a Westside Extension, and a potential schedule if further study is authorized by the Board.  
Briefings were provided to the Los Angeles Times, Daily News, LAist.com blog and City News Service.  Stories are expected to run later today and tomorrow.
Media Event on ‘FAST’ Traffic Study
On Monday, September 8, 2008, beginning at 10:00 a.m., Mayor & Board Chair Villaraigosa, along with other invited guests, will be participating in the release of the 'FAST' Traffic Study Media event taking place at the Peterson Automotive Museum in Los Angeles.

The event, which is co-sponsored by us, will serve to educate those who drive LA County’s streets to support local, state and federal officials and transit agencies as they implement FAST fixes to traffic. 
Bus routes will not be detoured and service to passengers will not be impacted other than the 720 Rapid Bus stop which normally stops in front of the Peterson Museum.  This stop will be relocated to pick up passengers across the street from the usual location.
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