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	Senator Boxer Hosts Field Briefing on Transportation Issues
Today, the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, chaired by Senator Barbara Boxer, convened a "field briefing" in our Board room.  Mayor Villaraigosa and California State Assembly Speaker Bass provided remarks on the imperative of improving our transportation network and our air quality.  I and other stakeholders provided testimony regarding Southern California priorities for the upcoming reauthorization of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy For Users.  

In my testimony I focused on the need to restructure the federal New Starts and Section 5309 Fixed Guideway Modernization Programs.  Specifically, I identified that the following three fundamental reforms are needed to improve the New Starts Program: 1) more money; 2) a streamlined, expedited process; and 3) linking land use to transportation.  I also called for more financial resources for the Section 5309 Fixed Guideway Modernization Program.

Media attending the event included Channels 4 & 11, CBS Evening News, Associated Press, Metro Networks Radio, KNX Radio, StreetsBlog (blogger), Random Lengths News (Harbor Independent News), BNA News (Redlands, Ca) and Bloomberg News.  Stories may run tonight and tomorrow.
Recap of Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting
Today, the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority (Expo) Board met in the Board of Supervisors’ Hearing Room (381B) in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration.

During the meeting, the Expo Board took the following actions:

· Received and Filed a monthly report on contracts approved for August 2008 by the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) or under his delegated authority;

· Approved an amendment to the Phase 1 FY09 budget to cover the Universal Fare System equipment costs;

· Approved an amendment to the FY09 Phase 1 budget to cover additional costs in the Professional Services category;

· Authorized the CEO to issue a Limited Notice-to-Proceed (LNTP) for Contract Package C2, storm drain protection from La Brea Aerial Structure Approaches, to FCI/Fluor/Parsons (FFP), a joint venture, in an amount not-to-exceed $4,791,940; and

· Authorized the CEO to issue a Notice-to-Proceed for Contract Package D2C, Trackwork Installation, to FCI/Fluor/ Parsons (FFP), a joint venture, in an amount not-to-exceed $35,054,549, including bond and subcontractor support from FFP.

In addition, the Board Received and Filed the Monthly Phase I and Phase II Project Status Update for the Exposition Light Rail Transit Project.
Expo Project Status Update Open House

On Wednesday, September 17, 2008, Expo organizers will hold a Project Status Update Open House for the Downtown Corridor.  The meeting will cover the Phase 1 Project Overview and provide a Construction Status Update, which will include information on the construction and excavation of the trench and local traffic advisories. 

The event details are as follows:

Where:

Ahmanson Senior Citizen Center




3990 S. Menlo Avenue




Los Angeles, CA 90037
When:


Wednesday, September 17, 2008
Time:


6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Free parking is available across the street from the Senior Center.
Metro in the Community

Metro Volunteers joined members of the Los Angeles Sheriffs Transit Services Bureau deputies and interns in promoting the agency and its transit services at two community events over Labor Day weekend.  

During Pasadena City College's orientation day, deputies answered questions about how to get around and travel to campus on public transportation.  At the ecological themed Battle of the DJ’s held near Hollywood and Vine, other staff set up an information table highlighted by a banner that read "I Ride For A Greener LA" and passed out bus and train schedules. 

Metro Volunteers reached 70,000 individuals during the month of August 2008 in similar community-outreach events throughout the county.
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