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	Harbor Subdivision Scoping Meetings Planned for September

Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that we will hold a series of community meetings in late September as part of our Alternative Analysis Study for the Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor.  The study will examine potential transit service along the Metro-owned Harbor Subdivision.  The Harbor Subdivision is a freight rail corridor, approximately 26 miles in length that traverses southwest Los Angeles County from Vernon to Wilmington.  In the early 1990’s, we purchased the portion of the corridor between Redondo Junction and Watson Yard, along with several other rail rights-of-way, to further the development of the region’s rapid transit system.  

The Study will evaluate a broad range of alternatives including Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) with dedicated bus lanes, various types of rail technology, such as Light Rail Transit (LRT), Commuter rail, self propelled rail vehicles as well as “no-build” and Transportation Systems Management improvements.  Though alternatives will generally follow the Harbor Subdivision corridor, potential alignment and improvement options outside the immediate Harbor Subdivision right-of-way also will be studied. In addition, the study  will examine potential financing mechanisms outside the traditional funding sources commonly used for constructing and operating transit service. 

At the conclusion we will recommend a course of action to the Board, including possibly proceeding with an environmental document consistent with both federal and state requirements.
The following is a list of dates and locations for the upcoming meetings:
Tuesday, September 23, 2008

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Torrance Cultural Arts Center

George Nakano Theatre

3330 Center Drive
Torrance, CA 90503

Wednesday, September 24, 2008

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Banning's Landing Community Center

100 E. Water Street
Wilmington, CA 90748

Thursday, September 25, 2008

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Westside Park Community Center

2061 E. Gage Ave.

Huntington Park, CA 90255

Tuesday, September 30, 2008

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
El Segundo Public Library

111 W. Mariposa Avenue

El Segundo, CA 90245

http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_146.htm

SR-71 & Mission Blvd. Interchange Groundbreaking

Last week, a groundbreaking ceremony was held to commemorate the State Route 71 and Mission Boulevard interchange construction project.  Director John Fasana attended the ceremony and was presented with two commendations from Congresswoman Grace Napolitano’s and Assemblywoman Nell Soto’s offices.  Other event attendees included representatives from Supervisor Gloria Molina’s office, Caltrans Director Doug Failing, Pomona City Councilmembers and Federal Highway Administration representatives.

The new project, which is expected to be completed in two years, is a full diamond configured interchange that will eliminate the current at-grade signalized intersection.  The total cost of the project is estimated to be about $40 million; we provided about half of the funds and the City of Pomona provided the remainder.
Media Inquiry into Increased Ridership and Measure R
This morning, Fox Business News interviewed Media Relations staff about high ridership this summer and also about basic information on Measure R for a national piece that was distributed to Fox News affiliates around the country. The interview took place at the Metro Blue Line Willow Station near Long Beach.  Staff noted that high gas prices have drawn commuters, especially, discretionary riders, to Metro Rail, which saw a 20 percent ridership boost for weekday boardings in July compared to last year.  Bus ridership was also up 6.5 percent. 
Public transit users can save more than $8,000 a year compared to driving, according to a recent American Public Transportation Association report.  The reporter briefly talked about Measure R and asked why car and truck drivers should care.  Staff noted that Measure R earmarks a significant amount of revenue for highways and that 88 cities and unincorporated areas would also receive local return monies for local transit projects, including street improvements and pothole repairs.  Moreover, if public transit ridership grows, drivers would benefit from fewer vehicles on the road.

Media Inquiry Regarding American Apparel Call for Bus Service

This afternoon, the Los Angeles Times inquired about American Apparel’s call for us to provide bus service from 7th & Alameda to Union Station to help company employees get to and from work.  Staff reported that Metro Bus Line 58 that ran along that corridor was cancelled several years ago due to very poor ridership.  The corridor is not transit friendly and was the worst performing bus line in our system.  The area is predominantly a warehouse district that does not have other sources of ridership to support the line and generate transit trips.  
As an alternative to bus service, we have worked with the company to pursue ridesharing opportunities through Metro’s Commute Services Department.  We have provided company employees with information on alternative rideshare options as well as ride match lists to interested employees.  It is up to the employees themselves to form these rideshare relationships.  Metro’s Guaranteed Ride Home Program and Metro Rewards program are also available to company employees.  The story is expected to run online in the Bottleneck Blog of the newspaper today or tomorrow.
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