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	U.S. Senate Adopts Bill to Pump $8 Billion into Highway Trust Fund

Today, the U.S. Senate moved to adopt legislation (H.R. 6532) that would, if enacted into law, immediately transfer $8 billion from the general fund to the ailing Highway Trust Fund.  The legislation will now head back to the U.S. House of Representatives, where it is expected to be passed as early as tomorrow.  

Earlier this week, U.S. Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters indicated that President Bush would reverse his previous opposition and sign the measure into law.  The failure of the Highway Trust Fund would have an adverse impact on the amount of federal transportation funds received by us.

Heightened Metro Security for 9-11

Tomorrow, Metro will have an elevated level of security for the anniversary of the 9-11 terrorist attacks.  The security plan involves both fixed posts assignments and extra high visibility patrol at predetermined locations on our system.

We have not received any information that would indicate a specific threat to our system.  We are implementing the heightened security as a precautionary measure only.
Fold ‘N’ Go Metro Program Approved by Caltrans

Our Community Based Transportation Planning Grant application for a folding bicycle implementation plan has been approved by Caltrans.  The funds for the program will be used to develop our "Fold 'n' Go Metro" program.  Our partner is CALSTART, a non-profit organization that works with the public and private sectors to develop new ways to clean the air, reduce dependence on foreign oil, reduce global warming and create jobs.  The grant is for $85,064 and is contingent on the approval of the State budget.

The goal of this program is to provide an incentive for transit users to purchase a folding bike for use on Metro buses and trains.  Peak hour bike restrictions on our trains do not apply to persons with a folding bike
Crenshaw Corridor Working Group Meetings

Next week on September 17th and 18th, we will be conducting two Working Group meetings for the Crenshaw Transit Corridor Study.  These working groups, consisting of residents and other stakeholders, assist in identifying and addressing issues associated with the alternatives under environmental review.

The September Working Group meetings will focus on urban design, station planning, and bus and rail connections.  Working Group members will have a chance to review urban design and station planning concepts and present their ideas for the alternatives under review.

The September Working Group Meetings are scheduled as follows:

South Corridor Working Group

Wednesday, September 17th, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Darby Park

3400 W Arbor Vitae Street, Inglewood

Served by Metro Bus Line: 210

Mid-Corridor Working Group

Thursday, September 18th, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Community Build Room in Leimert Park

4305 Degnan Blvd., Los Angeles

Served by Metro Bus Lines: 40, 42, 42A, 210, 710, 740
LA City Council Transportation Committee Approves Motion to Request Extension of Red Line Service Hours 

This afternoon, the Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee approved a motion requesting that we consider a pilot program for extending Metro Red Line service hours.  The requested extension is for two hours until 3:00 a.m. on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.  The motion’s authors, Councilmembers Jose Huizar, Wendy Greuel, Eric Garcetti, Jan Perry and Tom La Bonge, have indicated their willingness to seek funding from private sponsors for the service hour extension. 

Staff testified in front of the committee that the cost of operating an extended service would be $4,500 per day; this cost is not included in our budget; and the Board has not taken a position on this request.

Media Inquiry into Possible Metro Bus Shootings on Crenshaw Blvd.

This afternoon at about 2:00 p.m., the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department responded to a report of Metro Buses being possibly shot at along Crenshaw Boulevard between Coliseum and 53rd Street.  A total of four Metro Buses traveling northbound on Crenshaw Blvd. were struck with some type of object and a total of seven windows on the buses were shattered.  No passengers were injured and the incidents are still under investigation.  KTLA was at the scene and Media Relations staff responded to assist the news media.  Stories may run tonight and tomorrow.
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