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	State Budget Update

This afternoon, legislative leaders in Sacramento have announced that they have reached an agreement on a budget with Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.  The Governor met with legislative leaders to discuss the budget recently adopted by the Legislature.  Initial reports are that the Legislature will consider a revised budget late tomorrow afternoon.  There is no information available at this time which would indicate that there is any impact to transportation beyond that reported in previous briefs.

LA City Council Approves Motion to Request Extension of Metro Red Line Service Hours 

Yesterday, the Los Angeles City Council approved an amended motion requesting that we consider a pilot program to extend Metro Red Line service for two hours until 3:00 a.m. on Friday and Saturday evenings only rather than the Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings proposed in the original motion.  The proposed pilot program would operate for a ten week period from November 1, 2008 through January 3, 2009 and would only include extending Red Line service hours from North Hollywood to Union Station.  

The motion’s authors, Councilmembers Jose Huizar, Wendy Greuel, Eric Garcetti, Jan Perry and Tom La Bonge, had previously indicated their willingness to seek funding from private sponsors for the rail service hour extension.  We estimate the cost for the Red Line service hours extension would be approximately $90,000 for the 10-week period.  This estimate does not include any additional cost of extending connecting bus service or any related promotional costs.

Councilmember Huizar reported that the private sector has pledged over $50,000 towards funding this proposed pilot program.  The Councilmember also noted that we support this motion; however, Metro Government Relations staff testified in the Transportation Committee last week that these costs are not included in our FY09 budget and that the Board has not taken a position on this request.

This afternoon during the Operations Committee Meeting, Director Parks introduced a motion for Board consideration at next week's Board meeting to implement the City’s proposal for extending the Metro Red Line service hours.
Media Day for Annual Metro Bus Roadeo

At 5:00 a.m. this morning, in advance of the annual Bus Roadeo set to take place this Saturday, September 20, 2008, Media Relations invited the news media out for an opportunity to see first-hand what it takes to maneuver a Metro bus through an obstacle course.  The media day event was attended by Channel 34, the Mid-Valley Weekly (San Gabriel Valley) and Sing Tao, a Chinese newspaper.  Stories are expected to run later today and tomorrow regarding the 33rd Annual Metro Bus Roadeo to be held at the Santa Anita Race Track in Arcadia.

Metro Volunteers in the Community

Last weekend, Metro Volunteers continued to be active in the community representing us on Saturday, September 14, 2008 during a transit fair hosted by the First Congregational Church of Long Beach.  During the event, transit staff passed out promotional items and transportation literature to the 200 families attending the event.  This weekend, Metro Volunteers will be in Arcadia at the 2008 Bus Roadeo circulating information on transportation projects as well as bus and rail safety tips to staff and their families.  

Metro Volunteers come from all departments and divisions throughout of the agency and the Citizens' Advisory Council and they give of their personal time on weekends to promote us and our services.
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