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	Congress Aims for Final Action on Rail Safety 

Efforts are underway among House and Senate committee staff to put the finishing touches on a comprehensive rail safety legislative package that can be brought to both houses for final votes before Congress adjourns this week.  The package is expected to include existing rail safety legislation (H.R. 2095, S. 1889), Amtrak reauthorization 
(S. 294) and certain elements of the recently-introduced Feinstein-Boxer bill (S. 3493) mandating the implementation of positive train control systems by 2012.  
The September 12, 2008 Metrolink accident has prompted a renewed effort among congressional negotiators to advance rail safety legislation, including positive train control requirements, while Congress is still in session.  Although there is no specific timetable for House and Senate action, the legislative package may be finalized within the next few days and could be cleared by both houses by the end of the week.  Our advocacy team has been in close communication with relevant players on Capitol Hill and we will keep you informed of new developments.  

Sixth Community Workshop for the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project 

On Saturday, September 20, 2008, the Jefferson, Buckingham, Adams, Crenshaw-LA (JBAC-LA) Block Club hosted a Community Workshop for the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project at the Vineyard Recreation Center in Los Angeles.  The purpose of the Workshop was to increase awareness and seek input from communities along the I-110 and I-10 corridors.  The range of concerns raised during the meeting included equity for low income commuters, traffic congestion during the rush-hour and whether transponders would be free to the public.
2008 Bus Roadeo

The 2008 Bus Roadeo held on Saturday, September 20th scored a large attendance with more than 1,000 employees, their families and guests coming out to Santa Anita Park for the annual event.  
This year’s Roadeo, hosted by the Westside/Central Division, included an obstacle course for operators and a mechanics competition where teams of three raced against the clock to diagnose and repair performance-related problems of buses.

North Los Angeles Division 3 Operator, Juan Navarro took the top operator award and Arthur Winston Division 5 mechanics Andrew Warren Jr., Rommel Vargas and Frank Forde took home the top mechanics trophy.  They’ll carry the agency’s flag at the 2009 APTA Internationals set for next May in Seattle, Washington
Thirty-six operators and 12 maintenance teams competed in this year’s event.

Reserve the Dates
Transportation Policy Discussion Event with Acting Under Secretary for Policy & Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, Tyler Duvall, Tuesday, September 23, 2008, 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, Board Room, 350 South Bixel Street, Los Angeles, California 
The Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce and Mobility 21 will be holding a federal transportation policy discussion on innovative strategies for the upcoming transportation authorization.

<California> Transportation Commission (CTC) Meeting, Wednesday, September 24, 2008 - Thursday, September 25, 2008, Wed: 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Thu: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Department of Water Resources, 1st Floor, 1416 9th Street, <<Sacramento>, <California>>
The meeting will be held to discuss the allocation of $730 million for the I-405 project.

Los Angeles Chamber’s ACCESS LA City Hall, Thursday, September 25, 2008, 7:45 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., Greater Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, 350 South Bixel Street, Los Angeles, California

The LA Chamber will be hosting its annual event to talk with city leaders and members of the LA City Council face-to-face on critical topics facing businesses and Los Angeles.

Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park) Tour of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, Expo and one of the proposed Westside Extension alignments, Monday, September 29, 2008, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park), incoming Chair of the Assembly Transportation Committee, will be taking part in this tour beginning with a briefing here at Gateway Headquarters in the Malibu Conference Room on the 25th Floor.
Board members who wish to attend may contact my office so we can make the necessary arrangements.

Baltimore Delegation Tour of the Metro Red Line & Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, Monday, September 29, 2008, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
A delegation of community leaders from Baltimore will tour our transit projects and participate in a discussion regarding our joint development projects beginning at Gateway Headquarters in the Hollywood Hills Conference Room on the 25th Floor.
Board members who wish to attend may contact my office so we can make the necessary arrangements.

Century City Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors Meeting, Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m., Century Plaza Towers, 2029 Century Park East, 4th Floor Conference Room, Los Angeles, California

Century City Chamber of Commerce will hear an overview and update of the sales tax measure.
Asian American Architects and Engineers Association’s 31st Awards Banquet, Thursday, October 2, 2008, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Omni Hotel, 251 South Olive Street, Los Angeles, California
This organization will recognize us as the “Agency of the Year” for our outstanding contribution to transit services and mobility in the Southern California region.  
CTC Reception, Thursday, October 2, 2008, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Alex Theater, 116 W. California Avenue, Glendale, California

The event will honor CTC members and State Secretary of the Business, Transportation & Housing Agency, Dale Bonner.

International Association of Public Transport (UITP) Meeting & Tour, Friday, October 3, 2008, 8:30 a.m., Gateway Headquarters – Malibu Conference Room, One Gateway Circle, Los Angeles, California
We will be providing UITP a briefing of our Security Program, a static display of our equipment and a tour of our system.

APTA Annual Meeting, Sunday, October 5, 2008 – Wednesday, October 8, 2008, Various Times, Grand Manchester, Hyatt Hotel & San Diego Marriott Hotel & Marina

The Annual Meeting & EXPO 2008 will consist of an extensive series of educational sessions, forums, technical tours, and other learning and networking activities. 
I-TAP Program Media Event, Monday, October 13, 2008, 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m., Los Angeles City College, 855 N. Vermont, Los Angeles, California

The event is to announce our new I-TAP program that will enable 30,000 college students at nine Los Angeles Community College campuses countywide to receive public transit passes free or at a nominal cost to commute to school.
Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Night of Stars, Friday, October 17, 2008, 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m., Bonaventure Hotel – California Ballroom, 404 S. Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, California

The awards program recognizes the “best of the best” in transportation and maintenance personnel who have displayed dedication to safety, customer satisfaction and a commitment to exceeding expectations on the job.  
Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Seventh Annual Mobility 21 Summit, Monday, October 20, 2008, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Wilshire Grand Hotel, 930 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, California

The event will bring elected officials, transportation, business and community leaders together to address Southern California’s transportation challenges.

Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park) Tour of the Ports of Los Angeles & Long Beach, Monday, October 27, 2008, Time: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park), incoming Chair of the Assembly Transportation Committee, will be taking part in this tour of the Ports of Los Angeles & Long Beach.  Part of the excursion will include a tour by helicopter of the Ports and Freeway corridors. 
Board members who wish to attend may contact my office so we can make the necessary arrangements.

14th Annual Rail-Volution 2008 “Building Livable Communities with Transit”, Sunday, October 26, 2008 – Thursday, October 30, 2008, Time: Various, San Francisco, California

This conference will gather individuals from various disciplines, including elected officials, developers, urban planners, transportation experts, financiers, citizen groups, architects and many others to discuss issues that affect livability in cities, towns and regions of all shapes and sizes.
VICA’s 20th Annual Business Forecast Conference, Thursday, October 30, 2008, 7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Universal Hilton Hotel, 555 Universal Hollywood Drive, Universal City, California

The event will highlight economic forecasts by top economists and include informative breakout sessions with key opinion leaders discussing topics on workforce education, mobility, climate change and land use.

2008 4th Annual Angel Award, Thursday, October 30, 2008, Time: TBD, Crowne Plaza Hotel @ Commerce Casino, 6121 E. Telegraph Road, Commerce, California
We will be honored with an Angel Award for selflessly dedicating outstanding leadership, service and resources to the East Los Angeles Community with the construction of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and the East Los Angeles Youth Center.  
California Transit Association Fall Conference, Tuesday, November 4, 2008 – Friday, November 7, 2008, Time: TBD, Portola Hotel & Spa, Monterey Conference Center, Monterey, California
This year’s event theme is “Building Partnerships for the Future” and will provide an opportunity for attendees to learn about the latest transit industry’s technologies and trends, along with a diverse program of workshops and sessions. 
LA Valley College 2008 President’s Gala, Thursday, November 6, 2008, 6:30 p.m., Warner Center Marriott, 21850 Oxnard Street, Woodland Hills, California 

LA Valley College (LAVC) will honor us for being an outstanding partner of LAVC and the LAVC Foundation, including our work with the Wilshire Metro WorkSource Center on the Bus Operator’s Bridge Program.     

LA Regional Climate Action & Sustainability Collaborative Media Event, Friday, November 7, 2008, Gateway Headquarters - Patsouras Plaza, One Gateway Circle, Los Angeles, California

The event, being conducted by the Next 10 Environmental Consultant Group, will announce the formation of the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate Action and Sustainability. 

Advancing Women in Transportation (WTS) Reception @ Focus on the Future Conference, Monday, November 17, 2008, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., Monterey Convention Center, Monterey, California
This year, WTS will be honoring the lifetime contributions of retired CTC Commissioner, Marian Bergeson.  
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