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	Governor Signs Sales Tax Bill

Today, Governor Schwarzenegger signed the sales tax bill, AB 2321 (Feuer).  I would like to thank Assemblymember Mike Feuer (D-<Los Angeles>) for being a true champion for transportation in <<Los Angeles> <County>>.  I would also like to thank Senator Alan Lowenthal (<<D-Long> <Beach>>), Assembly Speaker Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles) and the rest of the Los Angeles delegation for their leadership and support for AB 2321.  I also want to recognize Government Relations staff’s hard work in helping to reach this major achievement on our behalf.
Senate Leadership Unveils Economic Stimulus Plan

As Congress attempts to wrap up its work in the coming days before adjourning for the fall elections, both houses are planning to consider a second economic stimulus package.  Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) and Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Robert C. Byrd (D-WV) today unveiled a $56 billion stimulus plan.  The draft measure (see attached summary) calls for $10.8 billion in infrastructure investments, including $8 billion in highway formula funds for states and $2 billion in transit formula funds.  The legislation stipulates that transit funds are to be used by transit properties for capital and operating purposes and that any funds not obligated within 90 days will be redistributed by the Secretary of Transportation.  

The House leadership, which has yet to unveil its stimulus package, may bring legislation to the House floor as early as tomorrow.  Meanwhile, the White House and most Republicans in Congress continue to strongly oppose a second economic stimulus measure.  Our federal advocacy team will keep you informed of any new developments.

Rail Safety Legislation Faces Challenges in Senate

Yesterday's successful outcome on rail safety legislation in the House of Representatives sets the stage for final action in the U.S. Senate.  However, prospects for passage in the coming days are uncertain.  Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) signaled his intention to block efforts to bring the bill to the floor under unanimous consent.  Coburn, a longtime critic of government spending and earmarks, opposes the inclusion of Amtrak authorization legislation as well as language that authorizes $1.5 billion for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.  In order to overcome Coburn's objections, the Senate leadership will need 60 votes to invoke cloture and move to consideration of the bill.  

Given the crowded Senate agenda in the next few days, which includes must-pass legislation such as the FY2009 Continuing Resolution, financial bailout plan and economic stimulus package, there may be difficulty in quickly moving the rail safety measure prior to congressional adjournment.  Nevertheless, Senators Feinstein and Boxer are actively working behind the scenes in conjunction with leadership to develop a strategy.  Our federal advocates will keep you apprised. 

Media Attending Today’s Board Meeting

This morning, there was a major media turnout at the Board meeting regarding various motions that were introduced concerning Metrolink safety issues.  Attending today’s Board meeting included Ch. 2/9, 4, 5, 7, 11, 22/52, 35, KNX AM 1070, KFWB AM 980, KFI AM 640, Metro Networks, LA Times, Daily News, City News Service and La Opinion.  Media Relations also issued a news release this afternoon noting the action taken today by the Board.  Stories are expected to run later today and tomorrow.

CCAPA Hollywood 2008
Earlier this week, I spoke at the Opening Plenary Session of the California Chapter State American Planning Association’s (CCAPA’s) Annual Conference, which was attended by Director Pam O’Connor and nearly 2,000 other participants.  
During my presentation, I discussed the transportation challenges in Los Angeles County, and described how things could get worse over the next 25 years because of an expected increase in population, changing demographics and doubling or tripling of cargo traffic.  I explained that although LA still has the worst traffic in the nation based on the 2007 mobility report, we are however ranked number one in strategies to improve it.  
I also highlighted our role as LA County's regional transportation planner, in addition to being the regional builder and operator, and how we play a major role in easing traffic congestion through various combinations of our mobility tools, our partnership with developers in building smarter and better urban designed communities and our efforts in land use planning and development.  
Finally, I provided previews of our transit oriented joint development projects that are under construction, shared maps of our Draft 2008 Plan for transit and highway projects, and invited attendees to see some of our completed transit oriented joint development projects.
Crenshaw Transit Corridor Team Convenes Second Round of Working Group Meetings

On September 17th & 18th, 2008, the Crenshaw Transit Corridor Team held a second round of project Working Group meetings that was attended by community stakeholders and elected officials.  Approximately 65 people were at the meetings held in Leimert Park Village in Los Angeles and Darby Park in the City of Inglewood.

At both meetings, the project team presented approaches to integrating urban design and planning around proposed stations.  Participants were given an opportunity to review renderings of various station area planning scenarios.  In addition, attendees were asked to highlight locations where they desired local bus and shuttle connections to the Crenshaw Corridor.  Community comments focused on a desire to see grade separations along the corridor and a request that we study additional transit connections in Inglewood.     

The Working Groups will likely reconvene in late 2008 or early 2009 and will consider costs, ridership and implementation options for the alternatives under consideration.
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