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	Economic Stimulus Legislation with Billions for Transportation Projects Fails in Congress

Today, the U.S. Senate failed to advance a $56 billion economic stimulus package that included over $10 billion for highway and transit projects nationwide.  The House of Representatives, acting later in the day, did pass a similar economic stimulus bill that included over $18 billion for highway and transit projects.  The failure of the economic stimulus bill in the Senate, coupled with a threatened White House veto, means that it is highly unlikely that this legislation will be considered again during the remainder of the 110th Congress.  
Specifically, the House bill included $3.6 billion (the Senate bill included $2 billion) for the purchase of buses and equipment needed to expand public transportation and to make improvements to transit facilities.  President Bush’s statement in opposition to the economic stimulus package stated, in part, that “Infrastructure spending is never an effective means to create rapid stimulus.”

Elected Officials Urge Governor to Sign Cargo Fee Bill
Today, Senator Alan Lowenthal (D-Long Beach) joined air quality, port, regional transportation and local elected officials to urge Governor Schwarzennegger to sign into law SB 974, legislation establishing a fee on cargo containers to fund clean air programs and cargo movement congestion relief projects in Southern California.  The bill would generate an estimated $350 million per year (based upon loaded container use) for much-needed air quality and goods movement infrastructure improvements in the region. 
Procurement Posting for Next Week
IFB for Displays for the Metro Rail Operations Center

We will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure Displays for the Metro Rail Operations Center.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from October 2, 2008 through December 15, 2008.

The contractor shall furnish, deliver, install and warrant hardware per specifications.  This procurement is required to replace the current displays that have reached the end of their life cycle.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Wang, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-2632.

IFB for Master Overhaul Kits

We will release an IFB next week to procure Master Overhaul Kits.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from October 1, 2008 through February 2, 2009.

This product will support the Bus Operation Facilities.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be direct to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Adam Giambrone, Member of the Toronto City Council & Chair of the Toronto Transit Commission.  I will also be joining Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park), incoming Chair of the Assembly Transportation Committee, in a tour of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, Expo and one of the proposed Westside Extension alignments.  In addition, I will be attending a Reception for California Business, Transportation & Housing Secretary Dale Bonner and CTC Members; the Century City Chamber Board of Directors Meeting; the General Manager's Municipal Meeting; and the EXPO Board Meeting.  
I will also be interviewed for the cable television show Metro Motion, where I will be answering questions regarding congestion pricing; the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension; and Mobility 21 regional efforts.  I will also be taking part in an interview with Tracy Young of CNN/Local Edition. 
I will also be participating in the Asian American Architects/Engineers Association's 31st Annual Awards Banquet Dinner as we are the recipient of their Agency Award.  Finally, I will be welcoming the visiting members of the UITP Study Tour from Europe, who will be touring our Bus and Rail Operations Centers and the Sheriff's Transit Services Bureau Dispatch Center.
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