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	Rail Safety Bill Moves Step Closer to Final Passage

Earlier today, the U.S. Senate voted to invoke cloture, or end debate, on the comprehensive rail safety bill (H.R. 2095) approved last week by the House.  The procedural vote cleared the Senate by a 69-17 margin, nine more than the required threshold of 60 votes.  Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) indicated that a vote on final passage will likely occur on Wednesday, October 1, 2008.  
An affirmative vote would send the legislation to the White House.  However, his comments were made prior to the House’s stunning rejection of the financial bailout bill, which could impact the timing of Senate action on the $700 billion rescue package as well as other measures originally slated for Wednesday.  Our federal advocacy team will keep you informed of new developments.
Governor Signs Congestion Pricing Bill 

Yesterday, Governor Schwarzenegger signed SB 1422, authored by Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas (D-Los Angeles), which gives us the authority to implement a High Occupancy Toll lanes pilot program on specific highways.  This authority would also allow us to accept over $200 million from the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) in grant funds for the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Initiative program.  
I would like to acknowledge and thank Senator Ridley-Thomas for his leadership on this issue.  He has been a remarkable advocate for the project.  I would also like to thank Assembly Speaker Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles) and Speaker Emeritus Fabian Núñez (D-Los Angeles) for their leadership and support on this project.  I would also like to thank Director Fasana as well as staff from Government Relations, Planning and Real Property Management & Development for their successful efforts on this legislation.

Assemblymember Eng Tours Rail Transit System

Today, I hosted Assemblymember Mike Eng (D- Monterey Park), incoming Chair of the Assembly Transportation Committee, on a tour of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, Exposition Light Rail Line and a potential Westside Extension alignment. 
Assemblymember Eng was able to see first-hand the progress that has been made with tunneling technology and was also briefed on our efforts regarding operations, transit oriented development and the status of the corridor transit projects.  
The tour provided the Assemblymember with background on our transportation system that will be helpful as he assumes his Chairmanship on the Assembly Transportation Committee.
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