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	VICA Business Forecast Summit
On Thursday, October 30th, the Valley Industry and Commerce Association (VICA) hosted the 20th Annual Business Forecast Conference.  This year’s theme, “When does the recovery start?” brought together business leaders, office holders and opinion leaders to discuss our current economic challenges and develop strategies to influence the legislative process.  The breakfast session featured two world-renowned economists, Drs. Christopher Thornberg and André van Niekerk.  The morning sessions featured six panel discussions on the topics of Workforce Education, Climate Change, How to Lobby Effectively, Mobility, Land Use and Election Day.  Metro Director Richard Katz moderated the panel on Climate Change with panelists Jeffrey Kightlinger (MWD), David Nahai (LADWP), former Assemblymember Fran Pavley, and Bob Wyman of Latham & Watkins.  The panel on Mobility was moderated by Coby King with panelists Assemblymember Mike Feuer, former Assemblymember Dario Frommer, Gary Toebben of the LA Chamber and Hilary Norton of FAST.  

Mobility was a part of a conversation that crossed panel boundaries.  In these panels, participants discussed topics such as the nexus between a healthy environment and efficient goods movement, congestion reduction strategies, priorities for the next federal transportation bill authorization, and supporting and expanding local transportation revenue mechanisms.  The conference concluded with a luncheon program featuring Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, who spoke in support of Proposition 11.  
Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro Holds Public Meetings on Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that four community meetings will be held between Nov. 12 and 19 along the Wilshire Corridor of Los Angeles to discuss the feasibility of a proposed Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project on Wilshire Boulevard and solicit public comment.

The release notes that Metro and the City and County of Los Angeles are assessing the potential of dedicated curbside bus lanes during the morning and evening rush hours (7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.) on Wilshire Boulevard.  The project area includes portions of Wilshire Boulevard from just west of the 110 freeway from downtown Los Angeles to the Santa Monica City line, excluding the City of Beverly Hills.

A joint document, consisting of an Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA), is being conducted for the Wilshire BRT project to meet state and federal environmental requirements.  The meetings are being held as part of this process.  The study should be completed by next summer.  The cost of reconstructing curb lanes, re-striping and other work related to the Wilshire BRT project is estimated at $31.5 million.  We are seeking $23 million in federal funds for the project with the balance covered with local transit dollars.  Pending approval of the federal grant application and completion and approval of the environmental study, the Wilshire BRT project could be in place by December 2011.  Plans for the Wilshire Boulevard BRT will be discussed at the following meetings:

Wednesday, November 12th, 6-8 p.m.

Wilshire United Methodist Church

4350 Wilshire Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90010

Monday, November 17th, 6-8 p.m. 

Westwood Presbyterian Church

10822 Wilshire Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90024

Tuesday, November 18th, 6-8 p.m. 

Southwestern Law School

3050 Wilshire Blvd., 5th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90010

Wednesday, November 19th, 6–8 p.m. 

Felicia Mahood Center

11338 Santa Monica Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90025

Metro Rail and Bus Incidents
This afternoon, several incidents occurred involving the Metro Green Line as well as two Metro Bus lines.  Metro Green Line Trains are operating with 20-minute delays between Vermont Station and Long Beach Station -- affecting Harbor, Avalon, Imperial and Long Beach stations -- while crews repair overhead catenary wires in the vicinity of Imperial Station.  Delays are estimated to be in effect until further notice.
At Vermont and First Street, a victim was apparently involved in a fight on board the bus, then got off the bus and was stabbed and then boarded a north bound Metro Bus line 204.  The victim was apparently stabbed in the leg.  On Metro Bus Line 705 this afternoon, at Vernon and Wesley, a school bus apparently rear-ended a Metro Bus that in turn rear ended a tow truck.  One person on board the Metro bus was injured and transported to a nearby hospital for treatment.  Media Relations responded to media calls regarding the three incidents.

Metro Rail System Service Alerts
Metro Blue Line
On Sunday, November 9, 2008, due to maintenance trains will run every 20 minutes most of the day.  Trains from Long Beach Transit Mall will leave according to regular schedules until 7:20 a.m., then at 7:34 a.m., 7:54 a.m., 8:14 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 2:44 p.m.  They will return to regular schedule at 3:40 p.m.  Trains from 7th Street/Metro Center will leave according to regular schedules until 7:07 a.m., then 7:25 a.m., 7:45 a.m., 8:05 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 2:25 p.m.  They will return to regular schedule at 3:42 p.m.
Metro Gold Line
On Sunday, November 9, 2008 and Saturday, November 15, 2008, due to maintenance trains will run every 20 minutes until 12:00 p.m.  Trains from Sierra Madre Villa will leave according to regular schedule until 5:25 a.m., then 5:40 a.m., 6:00 a.m., 6:20 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 12:00 p.m., and then return to regular schedule.  Trains from Union Station will leave according to regular schedule until 6:25 a.m., then 6:45 a.m., 7:05 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 11:45 a.m., then 12:00 p.m., and every 10 minutes until 1:00 p.m., and then return to regular schedule.
Additional information regarding service alerts can be found here.

Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting Rescheduled
The Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting scheduled for Thursday, November 6, 2008 at 2:30 p.m. has been rescheduled to Thursday, November 13, 2008 at 2:30 p.m.  The meeting will still take place in the Board of Supervisors’ Hearing Room (381B) in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration.
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