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	VISA Issues Press Release to Announce TAP Partnership
Yesterday, Visa issued a press release to the card and transit industry to announce the recently approved Transit Access Pass (TAP) partnership.  In part, they announced that In Los Angeles, Visa is working us to offer special Visa payWave cards that also incorporate the transit system’s “TAP” fare application.  These dual-use, prepaid Visa cards will let riders pay their fares and purchase fare products using their Visa account, while also allowing cardholders to make purchases anywhere Visa debit is accepted. 
Combining TAP and Visa payWave on a single contactless card is a great idea and delivers convenience and speed at bus fare boxes and rail station validators for LA transit riders.  It also provides commuters with an easy way to reload and manage their LA transit accounts, while providing them with a Visa prepaid card that is accepted at any Visa debit acceptance location or ATM.
http://corporate.visa.com/md/nr/press871.jsp

Metro Volunteers Annual Recognition Program
Tomorrow, November 6, 2008, Metro Volunteers will be honored at their annual recognition program in the Board Room beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Over the last year, the 100 honorees -- which includes 26 members of our speakers bureau, Metro Speaks -- have staffed transit information tables throughout the county at 60 different community functions and talked to 275,000 residents about the value of public transit.  Metro Volunteers typically represent the agency on weekends and always on their own time.  Other staff members that support the volunteers with logistics and supplies, will also be recognized.  Chief Operations Officer Carolyn Flowers and I will participate in the ceremony.
Mayor Holds Press Conference on Passage of Measure R
This morning, Mayor Villaraigosa joined Supervisor Yaroslavsky, Councilwoman Wendy Greuel and Director Richard Katz for a news conference to discuss the passage of Measure R.  The event was held at Wilshire and Western and numerous media outlets attended the event including the LA Times, Daily News, Korean Times, Downtown News, Sing Tao Newspaper, KFWB, KNX, KFI, Ch. 2/9, 5, 7, 11/13. 22/52, 34, KTAN, and La Opinion.  This afternoon I spoke with a reporter from the Pasadena Star News on the passage of Measure R and what the next steps will be.  The reporter was told that the tax would be implemented in July of next year, with local return funding coming later for the 88 cities in the county.  Stories may run tonight and tomorrow on the issue.
However, we found out this afternoon that county election officials are still in the process of sifting through vote-by-mail and provisional ballots today, estimated between 300,000 and 400,000, leaving the fate of some ballot measures – notably Measure R – in question.  County Registrar-Recorder Dean Logan informed the Board of Supervisors that the bulk of remaining uncounted ballots cast would be counted within two weeks.
Bus Detours for Proposition 8 Demonstration
Today, Media Relations issued an e-mail service alert to reporters, radio stations and television stations to inform them that the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department will be closing San Vicente Boulevard from Melrose Avenue to Santa Monica Boulevard from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the Prop 8 demonstration.  No traffic, including buses, will be allowed to go north on San Vicente Boulevard.  During this time, we will need to reroute buses from San Vicente Boulevard to go north on Robertson Boulevard and then east on Santa Monica Boulevard.  The Metro Bus Lines that will be detoured are lines 2, 10, 105, 220, 305, 550 and 705.
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