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	Federal Value Pricing Pilot Program Proposals
In response to a solicitation for grant proposals from the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT), Countywide Planning and Development will be submitting two separate proposals to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) requesting a total of $7.5 million in federal financial assistance under the FY 2009 Value Pricing Pilot (VPP) Program.  The FY 2009 VPP Program has $12 million available in federal grant funding (80% federal share/20% local match) for value pricing projects involving tolls ($4 million), value pricing projects not involving tolls ($3 million) and region-wide metropolitan congestion pricing studies($5 million).  Eligible projects must be consistent with the objectives of the National Strategy to Reduce Congestion and meet the primary objective of the VPP Program to facilitate urban areas in systematically progressing toward the implementation of a broad congestion (variable) pricing project in the near term.  We will be submitting our proposals by the Friday, November 7, 2008 deadline. 

One of our proposals will request $4 million in federal financial assistance for a Regional Truck Communications Pilot Program that we want to implement in partnership with the Gateway Cities Council of Governments, and thereby further our continuing goods movement efforts.  The main goal of this pilot is to identify how best to incorporate congestion pricing into Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) technologies applicable to the trucking industry.  Our other proposal will request $3.5 million in federal financial assistance for the Value Pricing Self-Declaration Transponder Development and Deployment.  This project will develop and deploy a Title 21 compliant transponder that allows differential pricing for distinguishing between different passenger occupancy.   We expect that the FHWA will announce funding awards as early as January 2009. 
Three Projects Selected as Finalists by National Publication

Three recent Communications projects were selected from over 2,200 entries around the country as finalists for the national publication STEP’s annual “Design 100” issue.  All the selected projects were designed by our in house creative team.  The projects are:  Metro Vanpool Vehicle Wrap, Metro Art Guide and our Go Metro Notecards.  STEP explores the impact of design on all facets of our lives and takes readers behind the scenes to meet the creative problem-solvers that make it possible for us to move through the world in brilliant and dynamic ways. It goes beyond the “who” and the “how” to explore the “why” of contemporary design.” The STEP Design 100 issue features the top 100 designs in the country selected by a jury of five leading designers.
Metro Rail System Service Alerts
All Metro Rail Lines

On Thursday November 13, 2008, we will be participating in "The Great Southern California ShakeOut."  This is a region-wide multi-agency exercise simulating a magnitude 7.8 earthquake on the San Andreas Fault.  At approximately 10:00 a.m., trains will reduce speeds on all Metro Rail lines throughout the system so maintenance personnel can simulate inspections on track and other rail infrastructure. 

It is anticipated that inspections of the entire Rail System should be completed by approximately 11:00 a.m.  Over the course of this one hour period, trains may run at minimum operating speeds, depending on the location of the train and the exact time.  All passengers riding during this time period should expect delays and plan accordingly. 

Metro Gold Line

Beginning Wednesday, November 12, 2008, the Park & Ride Facility that is owned and operated by the City of South Pasadena at Mission-Meridian Village will institute a daily paid permit parking program.  The facility, located at 805 Meridian Avenue, will provide 109 parking spaces for Metro Gold Line Mission Station patrons. 

Daily permits for both Metro patrons and general purpose parking will cost $2 and be allowed from 4 a.m. to 11 a.m., Monday through Friday.  At all other times, including afternoons, evenings and weekends, daily paid permit general purpose parking will be allowed.  Permits are available from machines located in the facility.  After being purchased, the permits must be displayed on the front left dashboard of parked vehicles.  Parking will be free on holidays. 
Metro Red Line/ Purple
On Sunday through Thursday, November 9-13, 2008, due to system maintenance after 9 p.m., all Purple Line passengers will need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, Purple Line trains will use the lower level, Red Line trains to Union Station will be on the upper level and Red Line trains to North Hollywood will be on the lower level.  Shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western 4 minutes earlier than regular schedule after 9:18 p.m.  Red Line trains from Union Station will leave 4 minutes earlier than regular schedule between 8:53 p.m. and 11:53 p.m., then at 12:17 a.m.  Red Line trains from North Hollywood will leave 5 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:39 p.m. and 11:39 p.m., then at 12:02 a.m., 12:14 a.m., 12:34 a.m. and 12:54 a.m.

Procurement Postings for Next Week
RFP for Mobile Theater Trailer

Procurement will Issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) to procure a Mobile Theater Trailer.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from November 7, 2008 through November 28, 2008.

The Mobile Theater Trailer will promote safety awareness in the community prior to the opening of the Eastside Gold Line Extension.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Lily Lopez, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4639.
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