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	Urban Land Institute Meet and Greet Event
On Thursday, November 13, 2008, Roger Moliere, Chief Real Property Management and Development and I discussed transit-oriented development in a Meet and Greet event hosted by the Urban Land Institute (ULI).  I touched on the many challenges we face here in Los Angeles County because of the vast area it covers and due to how much our population has increased in the last several decades.  I also discussed our role in transit-oriented development.  Specifically, our need to plan and build our communities smarter by embracing pedestrian environments (walking, bikes, transit) with more parking and density near transit and to encourage comprehensive planning and development around station sites and transit corridors.  Additionally, we must reduce auto use and congestion through encouragement of transit-linked development and promote/enhance transit ridership.
Mr. Moliere talked about joint development projects that have been completed, such as Hollywood / Highland and others that are currently under construction like Wilshire / Vermont and Wilshire / Western.  Many more projects are in negotiations, for example Universal, Westlake / McArthur Park and several sites along the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension.   He shared some details about what we have planned for sites along the Eastside Extension such as, affordable housing, condominium units, retail, entertainment and office space.
Monthly CEO Regionwide Meeting

On Friday, November 14, 2008, the Regionwide Transportation CEOs met to discuss the status of Measure R,  Federal and State Economic Stimulus Packages, agency communication efforts around SB 375 and SB 974, Colton Crossing funding, an upcoming meeting with Business, Transportation and Housing Secretary Bonner and the upcoming Port’s workshop on January 9, 2009.

In addition, there was an informational discussion on suggestions to streamline procurement and environmental processes that impact transportation projects.

The next Regionwide CEO meeting is scheduled on Friday, December 12, 2008 in the Malibu Conference Room from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Recap of Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting
On Thursday, November 13, 2008, the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority (Expo) Board met in the Board of Supervisors’ Hearing Room (381B) in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration. 

During the meeting, the Expo Board authorized the Chief Executive Officer to:

· Execute a change order to FCI/Flour/Parsons (FFP), a joint venture, to construct Package A6, USC/Expo Park Station;

· Revise the Expo Project budget;

· Execute a change order to FCI/Flour/Parsons (FFP), a joint venture, for construction of the permanent traffic signal system in Construction Package A1; and

· Negotiate and execute contract modification with Carter & Burgess, Inc. to provide additional Construction Management Support Services.

In addition, the Board Received and Filed the Monthly Project Status Update and the Storage and Facility Inspection Update for the Exposition Light Rail Transit Project.
The next Expo Board meeting will be held on Thursday, December 4, 2008.
Media Relations Issues News Release on October Metro Bus and Rail Ridership Numbers
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that Metro bus and rail ridership increased on a year-over-year basis despite plunging gas prices.  The release notes that average weekday boardings on Metro Rail jumped 16.62 percent in October 2008 compared with the same period last year while Metro Bus ridership is up 4 percent.  October weekday ridership on the Metro Orange Line in the San Fernando Valley is up 6.72 percent compared to last year.

Overall, there were 301,262 average weekday boardings on the Metro Red, Purple, Blue, Gold, and Green lines last month compared to 258,333 boardings a year earlier.  Subway ridership on the Metro Red and Purple lines between downtown Los Angeles and North Hollywood with a spur to Wilshire and Western led the way with 154,935 boardings, up 20.87 percent.  The Metro Blue Line from downtown Los Angeles to Long Beach followed with 80,577 boardings, up 9.34 percent.  The Metro Green Line, between Norwalk and El Segundo, averaged 41,746 weekday boardings, up 9.93 percent.  Finally, the Metro Gold Line, linking downtown Los Angeles and Pasadena, had 24,004 boardings, up 29.87 percent.  

Directly operated Metro Bus ridership in October 2008 averaged 1,222,589 boardings compared to 1,175, 256 in October 2007, increasing by 4.03 percent.  The Metro Orange Line transitway averaged 25,428 boardings last month, up 6.72 percent over last year.
http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_191.htm
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