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	Wilshire Boulevard Bus Rapid Transit Study Community Meetings

Last night, we concluded the 4th and final community meeting for the Wilshire Boulevard Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Project Initial Study/ Environmental Assessment (IS/EA).  The Study is being conducted jointly by Metro and the City of Los Angeles who are both involved in the project along with the County of Los Angeles.  The study is evaluating a proposed peak period bus lane along the curb lane of Wilshire Boulevard in the City of Los Angeles from Valencia (just west of the 110 Freeway) to the Santa Monica City Line.  The goal is to improve bus travel time and reliability and improve overall traffic flow in the corridor.  The project would also repave curb lanes along damaged portions of Wilshire Boulevard.

The meetings were held along the Wilshire corridor in the Westlake/ MacArthur Park area, Hancock Park/Koreatown, Westwood and West Los Angeles.  141 people attended the meetings with 61 providing verbal comments and 10 turning in written comments.  Los Angeles City Councilman Bill Rosendahl spoke at the meeting in West Los Angeles.   

Other elected officials who were represented by their staff at the meetings include State Assemblymen Mike Feuer and Mike Davis, Los Angeles City Councilmen Tom La Bonge, Bill Rosendahl, and Herb Wesson.  The meetings were also covered by broadcast, print and online media outlets KNBC, UCLA Daily Bruin, USC Daily Trojan, Curbed LA, Streetsblog LA, and Green LA Girl.
The Draft IS/EA should be available for public review in early spring when another series of public meetings will be held.  We are working to finalize the Study for Board consideration before the end of the fiscal year.  If the Board and other participating agencies approve the study, we could seek FTA approval over the summer and begin design and construction in the fall.  The $31.5 million project is slated to receive 74% of its funding from FTA through the Very Small Starts program and 26% from a Call for Projects grant and City of Los Angeles local match. 
Metro Motion Cable TV Show Launches on Metro.net
Our web site, metro.net, has launched the Metro Motion cable television show on Metro Interactive, the metro.net video page.  Metro Motion is a half-hour news show featuring a variety of entertaining and informative transportation news and feature stories.  It runs quarterly on cable stations throughout Los Angeles County.

Metro Interactive is also home to videos from the Go Metro campaign, as well as live chats with Board members and staff and comments from riders in the Transit Takes feature.  Next up will be a tool to allow transit enthusiasts to share their traffic photos in a slide show format.
To access the Metro Motion shows, go to multimedia.metro.net and click on the Metro on TV icon at the top of the page.
http://multimedia.metro.net/mint/default.aspx

Metro Rail System Service Alerts
Metro Blue Line
On Sunday, November 23, 2008, due to maintenance trains will run every 20 minutes most of the day.  Trains from Long Beach Transit Mall will leave according to regular schedule until 7:20 a.m., then 7:34 a.m., 7:54 a.m., 8:14 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 2:44 p.m.  They will return to regular schedule at 3:40 p.m.  Trains from 7thStreet/Metro Center will leave according to regular schedule until 7:07 a.m., then 7:25 a.m., 7:45 a.m., 8:05 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 2:25 p.m., returning to regular schedule at 3:42 p.m.
Metro Green Line

On Sunday, November 23, 2008, due to maintenance trains will run up to ten minutes later than schedule between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

On Monday, November 24, 2008 through Wednesday, November 26, 2008, due to maintenance eastbound trains to Norwalk will run up to eight minutes later than schedule between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
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