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	Influential House Chairman Implores Treasury and Federal Reserve to Assist Transit Agencies
Today, Congressman Barney Frank (D-MA), Chairman of the House Financial Services Committee, sent letters to Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson and Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke calling on them to take immediate steps to prevent transit properties from being forced to make early termination payments to banks and other investors following the credit downgrade of AIG, which placed lease transactions in technical default.  Frank, who played a pivotal role in shepherding congressional passage of the economic bailout bill in September, noted that federal intervention is warranted given the Federal Transit Administration's active encouragement of lease deals during the 1990's.  

As reported during this week's committee meetings, Metro and 30 other transit agencies continue to mount an aggressive full court press on the Administration and Congress for immediate intervention.  Our message is resonating on Capitol Hill and members of both parties continue to vigorously weigh in with Administration officials.  We will keep you informed of developments in the days ahead. 

http://boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/Bernanke.pdf
http://boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/Paulson.pdf

Metro Red Line Late Night Weekend Service to Begin Tonight
Beginning tonight (Saturday morning), and continuing each Friday and Saturday night until December 27, we will extend Metro Red Line service to run approximately every 20 minutes until 3 a.m.  The Late Night Weekend Service pilot project has been funded by private-sector sponsorships made by numerous entertainment venues and businesses large and small.  The extended hours will allow thousands working at or enjoying shops, restaurants and entertainment venues to stay out a little later on Friday and Saturday nights.
Operating hours for other Metro lines, including the Metro Purple Line will not change.

Harbor Subdivision Alternative Analysis Study
On November 19, 2008, approximately 25 people attended the second meeting of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) for the Harbor Subdivision Alternatives Analysis Study.  The meeting provided TAC members with a recap of the Early Scoping meetings held in September, an overview of the technical issues identified thus far, preliminary routing and terminus alternatives, and a review of the evaluation criteria to be used during the screening process.  At the conclusion of the meeting, several TAC members volunteered to sponsor a more focused TAC workshop designed to facilitate feedback on specific routing and or terminus options for downtown Los Angeles, LAX/South Bay, and the Harbor area.  The project team will coordinate with those TAC members to determine appropriate locations for the workshops to be held mid to late January.  The next TAC meeting is scheduled for February 2009 prior to the second round of Public Scoping meetings.
Book on the History of Metro Rail to be Published
This morning, I was interviewed by a writer with the UCLA School of Law who is working on a book detailing the history of the Metro Rail system here in Los Angeles from 1973 to present.  The author of the book wanted my perspective on the most recent history, including debates about expanding the system including my involvement with the Metro Orange Line, Metro Gold Line and the Eastside Extension of the Gold Line as well as development and construction of the Expo line. The individual is writing the book as a researcher in the environmental law program at UCLA and received a grant from the Haynes Foundation to complete and publish the work, which is expected to be completed in late 2009.

Procurement Postings for Next Week
IFB for four Uninterruptible Power Supplies

Procurement will issue an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure four uninterruptible power supplies.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from November 25, 2008 through February 4, 2009.

The uninterruptible power supplies will be used for emergency lighting and power equipment.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting individually with Directors Antonovich, Fasana, Knabe, Villaraigosa, and Yaroslavsky.  I will also meet with Tracy Rafter, CEO of the Los Angeles County Business Federation regarding Measure R.  In addition, I will be participating in the press event for the unveiling of the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Gold Plaque that we received for the design and development of the San Gabriel Valley Sector Office in El Monte.  I will also welcome the visiting officials from Shanghai-Urban Transport Bureau who will be briefed by our staff regarding performance monitoring, bus facilities strategic plan and construction, and joint development projects.
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