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	Metro Honors Rosa Parks with First Annual Rosa Parks Human Rights Day
This morning, we held a press event for the first annual Rosa Parks Human Rights day as a salute to her act of courage and contribution to civil rights.  The day coincides with the anniversary of Rosa Parks’ refusal to surrender her bus seat to a white male passenger in Montgomery, Alabama on December 1, 1955.  We saluted Parks by placing art posters throughout our bus fleet and holding a ceremony at the Imperial/Wilmington/Rosa Parks Metro Rail Station.

Rosa Parks received national accolades very late in life, with relatively few awards and honors given to her until decades after the Montgomery Bus boycott.  In 1979, she received the NAACP’s highest honor, the Spingarn Medal. In 1983, she was inducted into the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame for her achievements in Civil rights.  In 1996, President Bill Clinton, presented Rosa Parks with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest honor given by the U.S. executive branch.  

Rosa Parks passed away on October 24, 2005 at the age of 92.  After her death, her casket was transported to Washington D.C. and taken, aboard a bus similar to the one in which she made her protest, to lie in honor in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda.  During those two days an estimated 50,000 people came to pay their respects to her courage and commitment to civil rights.  She was the first women in American history to lie in state at the Capitol, an honor usually reserved for presidents of the United States.

Media in attendance at today’s media event included KTLA, KABC-TV and the LA Times. Additional media inquires and request for photos of the event include the Eastside Sun, the Beverly Press La Brea and Watts Times newspapers. 

Metro Orange Line Phase Two Repaving
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that contractors will be re-paving a portion of Metro Orange Line transitway between the intersections of Topham Street/Victory Boulevard and Balboa Boulevard/Victory Boulevard.  Work will begin Wednesday, December 3, 2008 and will continue for approximately two weeks barring any weather-related delays.  Metro Orange Line buses will be detoured off the transitway and stops may be temporarily re-located during this time.

This work officially begins the second, western phase of work to repave portions of the Metro Orange Line.  The first, eastern segment of repaving began in October and is scheduled to be completed later today.  We intend to successfully meet our 10-week estimate for completion of all work.  The release notes that eastbound Metro Orange Line buses will be detoured off the transitway at Victory Boulevard and Topham Street.  Westbound Orange Line buses will be detoured off the transitway at Balboa and Victory Boulevards.  Metro Orange Line buses will travel eastbound and westbound through Oxnard Street/Topham Street and Victory Boulevard with temporary bus stops at Topham Street and Tampa Avenue and Oxnard Street and Reseda Boulevard.  Hours of work will be from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday with some weekend work.  
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_197.htm
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