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	State Budget Update
This week, the state legislature has been meeting to address the estimated $42 billion budget crisis.  The Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 4 met today to discuss the impacts of the Governor’s proposed budget that includes permanent elimination of the State Transit Assistance (STA) program. Our lobbyist testified on behalf of the agency noting the $190 million loss for Los Angeles County for this fiscal year and a potential loss of $900 million over ten years. There were various groups who also testified against the STA cuts including labor and environmental groups. 

The Assembly Budget Committee also met today.  The Committee discussed the proposed federal economic stimulus and the acceleration of Proposition 1B funds.  Caltrans Director Will Kempton, the Treasurer’s office and the Legislative Analyst Office also participated in the discussion.  Our lobbyist testified that the proposed budget cuts and the delay of proposition 1B funds would delay critical projects in our region.

Treasurer Bill Lockyer announced earlier this week that state financing of infrastructure projects will come to a halt if the legislature fails to adopt a budget solution immediately.  In light of the State’s budget crisis, the State cannot sell infrastructure bonds and provide approximately $660 million in loans every month to finance infrastructure projects.  Specifically, the Treasurer included a loss of $218 million for the I-5 HOV Lane project in Los Angeles County.  Treasurer Lockyer estimates that the total loss of funds through June 2009 is approximately $4.62 billion and $12.5 billion through June 2010. This loss could also eliminate 225,000 new jobs for workers.

Although, the “Big 5” negotiations fell apart today, we expect that leadership will continue to meet to find a resolution to the budget crisis. Democratic Assembly Speaker Karen Bass and Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg said they remain hopeful they can reach a deal by the end of next week.  We will continue to closely monitor the budget negotiations. 

Antelope Valley Transportation Summit Meeting
Yesterday, staff attended the quarterly Antelope Valley Transportation Summit (AVTS) meeting hosted by Supervisor Antonovich.  We provided reports on the state and federal budgets and the possible stimulus packages.  In addition, we provided updates on Measure R and the Long Range Transportation Plan, scheduled for Board action in January.  Caltrans reported on the status of current projects along SR 14 and SR 138.  Almost all of the SR 14 improvements are completed.

The next AVTS meeting is scheduled for March 18, 2009.  

Metro Rail System Service Alerts
Metro Green Line
On Sunday, December 14, 2008, due to maintenance, trains will run up to 10 minutes later than regular schedule between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

On Monday and Tuesday, December 15 -16, 2008, due to maintenance, trains will run up to 3 minutes later than regular schedule between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.  
Metro Gold Line

Effective Sunday, December 14, 2008 and every day of the week thereafter, the first early morning trip in each direction will run 5 minutes earlier from all stations.  The first northbound trip to Sierra Madre Villa will depart Union Station at 3:40 a.m.  The first southbound trip to Union Station will depart Sierra Madre Villa at 4:36 a.m.  All other trips will remain unchanged.
On Monday through Friday, December 15 -19, 2008, due to system maintenance, trains to Union Station from Sierra Madre Villa will run 3 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:54 p.m. and 11:34 p.m., then 11:51 p.m., 12:11 a.m. and 12:31 a.m.
Metro Red Line/Purple
On Monday through Thursday, December 14 -18, 2008, due to system maintenance after 9 p.m., all Purple Line passengers need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, Purple Line trains will use the lower level, Red Line trains to Union Station will be on the upper level and Red Line trains to North Hollywood will be on the lower level.  Shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western 2 minutes later than regular schedule after 9:04 p.m.  Red Line trains from Union Station will leave according to regular schedule.  Red Line trains from North Hollywood will leave 2 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:56 p.m. and 12:16 a.m., then at 12:34 a.m. and 12:54 a.m.     

On Friday, December 19, 2008, due to system maintenance after 9 p.m., all Red Line trains from North Hollywood will leave 4 minutes later than regular schedule after 8:58 p.m.  Red Line trains from Union Station will leave according to regular schedule.  Purple Line trains will run according to regular schedule.
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