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	Mayor TAPs into 21st Century with Launch of New Reusable Transit Fare Card

Today, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa was joined by Director John Fasana along with Metro officials and the public for a sneak preview of TAP—the new tool we have developed to make paying for travel easier.  TAP, or Transit Access Pass, is the revolutionary new electronic fare payment system that will eventually unify all of Los Angeles County’s transit operators through a single, reusable payment card.  By late January, the more than 400 retail outlets and Metro Customer Service Centers, Foothill Transit stores and LADOT Transit Store that sell weekly and monthly paper passes will sell only electronic TAP cards.  
Media covering today’s press event include KFWB Radio, KPFK, Korean Daily News, Chinese Daily News, Channel 18, 35 and 34, Korean Broadcast System (KBS) and La Opinion Newspaper.  Stories are expected to air today and tomorrow.  
Monthly CEO Regionwide Meeting Recap

On Friday, December 12, 2008, the Regionwide Transportation CEOs met to discuss the SB 375 implementation process and SCAG’s role(s).  In addition, we reviewed the agenda for the upcoming meeting with Secretary Dale Bonner regarding the Southern California National Freight Gateway Collaboration.  The CEOs also agreed to share with each other the economic stimulus lists as the criteria and timelines continue to change.  SCAG also informed us of their communications with Senator Boxer and her plans to reintroduce climate change legislation in 2009.  The Riverside County Transportation Commission also provided an update on the Metrolink “Perris Valley Line.”

The next Regionwide CEO meeting is scheduled on Friday, January 9, 2009 in the Malibu Conference Room from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
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