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	Fifth Annual California Highway Patrol Year End Terminal Inspection

This morning, we hosted the fifth annual California Highway Patrol (CHP) Year End Terminal Inspection meeting.  In attendance was Bus Operations staff, CHP Captain Tyler and Commander Kelley.  The Motor Carrier Inspection team assigned to our inspections was also present.  Mike Stange and Commander Kelley moderated the function and discussed the 2008, year in review, as related to bus terminal inspections and rating.

Specifically, all divisions received a satisfactory rating with the lowest ever bus out-of-service figure of nine, for all divisions from 209 buses inspected. The captain commended us for an outstanding terminal performance achievement and the significance of such a low number for vehicles placed out-of-service considering the fleet size.

Related bus records, operator training and log books were in compliance at all divisions while at most divisions, no log book, training or driver license discrepancies were found.  Both the Captain and Commander commended us on our hard work and obvious concern for maintaining a safe fleet with accurate records.

With a few recommendations on how to improve the 2009 terminal inspection review, the program ended.          

January General Managers' Group Meeting

Yesterday, the General Managers’ Group met to discuss various regional transit issues affecting Metro and the Municipal Operators. The on-going state budget crisis and its impact on transit funding was discussed.  We provided estimates on Measure R’s Bus Operations/Bus Capital and the Clean Fuel Bus Program funding.  Guidelines for funding administration are being developed through coordination of BOS and the General Managers’ Group.  The General Managers received an update on the TAP program and the migration of paper passes and ID cards to TAP.  They were also briefed on the status of the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project.  Access Services made a presentation on their efforts to modify fares to offset rising operating costs and service demands.
Institutional Transit Pass (I-TAP) Program Media Event
On Friday, January 16, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. we will be announcing Metro’s new I-TAP program that will enable 28,000 community college students at nine Los Angeles Community College campuses countywide to receive public transit passes to commute to school.  The program is one of the largest of its kind in the United States.  
Event details:
What:      I-TAP Program Media Event

When:     Friday, January 16, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.
Where:    Los Angeles City College

               855 N. Vermont Avenue

               Los Angeles, CA 90029
Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so that we may make the necessary arrangements.

Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Inaugural Dinner
On Thursday, January 29, 2009 at 6:00 p.m., the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce will be hosting their 120th Annual Inaugural Dinner at the Event Deck at LA Live.  The Inaugural Dinner is recognized as the premier business and civic leadership event in Los Angeles and will install the 2009 Chair of the Board Fran Inman, Senior Vice President, Corporate Development at Majestic Realty Co.  During the evening, the Chamber will also present the Distinguished Business Leader Award and the prestigious Civic Medal of Honor.
Event details:
What:       Los Angels Chamber of Commerce 120th Annual Inaugural Dinner

When:     Thursday, January 29, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Where:    Event Deck at LA Live

                777 Chick Hearn Court

                Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Board Members who wish to attend may contact my office so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
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