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	House Clears FY 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Bill
By a vote of 245-178, the House of Representatives gave final approval to the 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act (H.R. 1105).  The massive $410 billion package funds domestic federal programs for FY 2009, including $10.231 billion in new budget authority for public transportation.  As reported earlier this week, the measure includes $81.6 million in New Starts funds for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Light Rail Project and also provides Small Starts funds for two projects – the Metro Rapid System Gap Closure Project and the Wilshire Boulevard Bus Only Lane Project.  

The Senate is expected to consider the legislation next week.  Attached you will find a list of transportation-related appropriations in Los Angeles County.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/FY09Approp.xls

Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice

Starting Friday, February 27, 2009 through Monday, March 2, 2009 there will be a temporary closure of Western Avenue and Exposition Boulevard in the Mid-Corridor portion of the Expo Light Rail Line alignment.

What: Temporary street closure and detour

When: Friday, February 27, 2009, at 9:00 p.m. through Monday, March 2, 2009, at 5:00 a.m.

Where:   Closure at the intersection of Western Avenue and Exposition Boulevard

Traffic Impacts:

· Exposition Boulevard will be closed to eastbound traffic at the intersection of Western Avenue and will be detoured around the work zone throughout this construction activity.

· Eastbound traffic on Exposition Boulevard will be allowed to turn southbound onto Western Avenue, but will not be allowed to continue eastbound or turn northbound onto Western Avenue.

· Westbound traffic on Exposition Boulevard will be allowed to turn northbound onto Western Avenue or continue west, but will not be allowed to turn southbound onto Western Avenue.

· Northbound traffic on Western Avenue will be allowed to turn eastbound onto Exposition Boulevard or continue north, but will not be allowed to turn westbound onto Exposition Boulevard.

· Southbound traffic on Western Avenue will be allowed to turn westbound onto Exposition Boulevard or continue south, but will not be allowed to turn eastbound onto Exposition Boulevard.

· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.

(Construction schedules are subject to change for various reasons including but not limited to: weather conditions, unforeseen emergencies and other acts of nature.)

Media Inquiry on State Bond Purchases
Today, Reuters inquired about transit agency plans in California to purchase general obligation bonds through a first-of-its-kind private placement issuance.  Metro recommends providing up to $200 million in bond purchases to keep Los Angeles County transportation projects on schedule. The funds received from Metro by the State would be made available to meet cash flow needs of Prop 1B funded projects in the county.  Metro’s Chief Financial Services Officer reported that Metro is interested in the State’s offering, and is waiting to see additional terms and conditions from the State.  Metro requires, among other things, that proceeds will only be directed at projects that we designate.  The proposal is scheduled for Board consideration at tomorrow’s Board meeting.  The story is expected to run tomorrow.  

Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro’s Safety 1st Sessions for the Eastside
Today, Media Relations today issued a news release noting that Metro has stepped up their Safety 1st campaign, “Look, Listen and Stay Alive,” to educate Eastside residents on how to live safely around trains now that the train testing process has begun on the new six-mile extension to East Los Angeles of the Metro Gold Line. 

The release notes that Metro will begin in March and April safety awareness sessions for Eastside residents in five public libraries around the Metro Gold Line alignment in Little Tokyo, Boyle Heights and East Los Angeles. Three main hospitals and religious and community centers will be visited as well. The release also notes that Metro Community Relations has already visited 60 schools from Kindergarten to 12 grade around the service area and delivered door to door around 85,000 flyers with information on how to take personal responsibility and be aware of their own safety when riding Metro’s 2,500 buses and 73 miles of Metro Rail throughout Los Angeles county.

The Metro Safety Awareness Sessions will take place at the following locations:
Benjamin Franklin Library

2200 East First Street

Tuesday, March 3, 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 14, 10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
East Los Angeles Public Library

4837 East Third Street

Saturday, March 7, 10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Wednesday, March 11, 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Little Tokyo Library

203 South Los Angeles Street

Thursday, March 19, 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 21, 10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Stevenson Public Library

803 Spence Street

Tuesday, March 24, 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 4, 10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Anthony Quinn Library

3965 East Cesar Chavez Ave.

Monday, April 6, 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 18, 11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_020.htm

Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro Sector Community Meetings Set for March
Today, Media Relations distributed a news release announcing that Metro’s community-based transit service sector governance councils will hold their monthly public meetings in March to discuss various transportation issues in their service sectors, including proposed service enhancements and changes to Metro Bus service planned for implementation in late June. The release encourages individuals to attend the sector meetings and offer their input.
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_020.htm
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