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	APTA Article on Financial Troubles Transit Agencies are Facing
APTA published an article in their February 16, 2009 edition of Passenger Transport titled Transit Agencies Face Financial Crunch, which discusses the financial problems transit agencies are facing with the steep decline of local revenues.  Agencies are being forced to cut service and/or raise fares due to the lack of funding caused by the current economic downturn.  The article goes on to talk about the tribulations we are facing in California due to the elimination of State Transit Assistance program funds.
newsmanager.commpartners.com/aptapt/issues/2009-02-16/1.html

Metro Rail Service Alerts
Metro Green Line

On Sunday, March 1, 2009, due to maintenance work, trains will run up to 10 minutes later than regular schedule between 10 a.m. and 2:15 p.m. 

On Monday through Thursday, March 2-5, 2009, due to maintenance work, trains to Norwalk will run up to 8 minutes later than regular schedule between 9 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
Metro Red Line/Purple

On Sunday through Thursday, March 1-5, 2009, due to maintenance work after 9 p.m., Purple Line passengers need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, all Purple and Red Line trains will use the upper level.  Shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western 2 minutes later than regular schedule after 9:04 p.m.  Red Line trains from Union Station will run regular schedule.  Red Line trains from North Hollywood will run 2 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:56 p.m. and 12:16 a.m., then at 12:34 a.m. and 12:54 a.m.

Procurement Posting for Next Week
IFB for Installation of Fire Alarm System at Division 7

Procurement will issue an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week for the Installation of a Design/Build Fire Alarm System at Division 7.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 3 through June 16, 2009.  

This project is necessary because Division 7 does not have a Fire Alarm System.  The Los Angeles Fire Department requires all Metro Bus Divisions to have a working Fire Alarm System.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Deneise Glover, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7302.

IFB for Bus Differentials

Procurement will issue an IFB next week to procure Bus Differentials.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 6 through June 30, 2009.

The Bus Differential is part of the rear axle assembly containing a set of gears that rotates the axles and tires.  These inventory parts are needed to ensure that the mechanics have parts available for normal preventative maintenance.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

IFB for One-ton Crew Cab Pick-up Trucks

Procurement will issue an IFB next week to procure five one-ton crew cab pick up trucks with utility bed and 18 standard one-ton pick up trucks.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 3 through June 1, 2009.

These vehicles are used to move medium weight cargo between Metro properties and to transport personnel and supplies to rail stations and properties.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.

IFB for Flatbed Trucks with Bed-mounted Steamer System

Procurement will issue an IFB next week to procure two flatbed trucks with bed-mounted steamer system.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 3 through June 1, 2009.

These vehicles are used by Rail Custodial Services staff to perform cleaning maintenance on the light rail system stations and adjacent lots.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.

IFB for Vertical Storage Carousel

Procurement will issue an IFB next week to procure one vertical storage carousel.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 4 through June 1, 2009.

This vertical storage carousel will be installed at Metro’s Division 11 Warehouse (Blue Line Rail Maintenance Facility).

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at 213-922-1102.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Illinois State Representatives Julie Hamos of 18th District, Elaine Nekritz of 57th District, Robert Shillerstrom, Chairman of DuPage County Board, and Tom Cuculich, Director, DuPage County Department of Economic Development & Planning, who will all be joining some of the Officers of Chicago Regional Transportation Authority and Pace Bus on their two-day visit of our agency.  The visiting group will be given a tour of the Red Line, Metro Rapid and the Orange Line.  In addition, I will be participating in the FTA New Starts Projects Quarterly Review Meeting and the Expo Board Staff Briefing.
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