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	PACE Bus and Chicago RTA Visit Metro
Yesterday, I welcomed executive staff from PACE Bus and Chicago Regional Transportation Authority that visited our headquarters.  Their visit began with an overview of Metro as well as our responsibilities as the regional transportation planner, builder, and operator for one of the country's largest, most populous counties.  In addition, Rex Gephart, Director of Regional Transit Planning, provided them with a presentation on both the Metro Rapid Program and Metro Orange Line.  Following the presentations, the group visited the Wilshire/Vermont Metro Red Line Station where Greg Angelo, Director of Real Property Management and Development, provided a tour of the Transit Oriented Development at that site.  The group then boarded a bus and completed their day with a short trip on the Wilshire/Whittier Metro Rapid line.

Metro Rail Service Alerts
Metro Blue Line
On Friday, March 6, 2009, due to grade crossing replacement work at Nadeau Street, from 9 p.m. until close of service, northbound trains will run 3 minutes later than regular schedule beginning from Transit Mall at 8:24 p.m. and every 20 minutes through 11:24 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow will run regular schedule between 11:41 p.m. and 1:41 a.m. 

On Saturday and Sunday, March 7-8, 2009, due to grade crossing replacement work at Nadeau Street, trains will run only every 20 minutes all day.  Before 5 a.m., trains will run 1-4 minutes later than regular schedules.  Trains leave Transit Mall at 5:08 a.m., 5:28 a.m., 5:48 a.m. and every 20 minutes until approximately 2:23 p.m.  Then trains leave Transit Mall at 2:03 p.m., 2:23 .pm., 2:43 p.m. and every 20 minutes until 11:23 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow will run regular schedule between 11:41 p.m. and 1:41 a.m.  Trains leave 7th/Metro Center at 5:05 a.m., 5:25 a.m., 5:45 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 12:45 a.m. 

Metro Gold Line

On Saturday, March 7, 2009, due to a Law Enforcement-Fire Department drill in South Pasadena, Gold Line trains will run every 20 minutes from the beginning of service until 10:30 a.m.

Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice
On Friday, March 6, 2009, there will be a temporary closure of eastbound Exposition Boulevard at Vermont Avenue in the Downtown corridor area of the Expo Light Rail Line. 

What: Temporary street closure and detour

When: Friday, March 6, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Where: Closure of eastbound Exposition Boulevard at Vermont Avenue

Traffic Impacts:    

· Exposition Boulevard will be closed to eastbound traffic at the intersection of Vermont Avenue and will be detoured around the work zone throughout this construction activity. 

· Eastbound traffic on Exposition Boulevard will be allowed to turn northbound or southbound on Vermont Avenue, but will not be allowed to continue eastbound on Exposition Boulevard.

· Westbound Exposition Boulevard will be maintained throughout this construction activity. Traffic traveling on Watt Way and Menlo Avenue will be detoured to head west on Exposition Boulevard and follow detour routes. 

· Northbound traffic on Vermont Avenue will be allowed to turn westbound onto Exposition Boulevard or continue north, but will not be allowed to turn eastbound onto Exposition Boulevard. 

· Southbound traffic on Vermont Avenue will be allowed to turn westbound onto Exposition Boulevard or continue south, but will not be allowed to turn eastbound onto Exposition Boulevard.

Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
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