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	Metro in the Community
On Saturday, March 7, 2009, Metro Volunteers promoted the Transit Access Pass (TAP) during an information fair held at the Griffith Park Adult Community Center in Los Angeles.  We assisted seniors by taking their photographs, which are needed for the TAP applications. About 300 seniors visited the Metro table, which also had bus and rail schedules available.  The next event for the Volunteers is the Hollywood Business and Tourism Expo on March 18 at the Universal Hilton.  Metro's "Ms. Traffic" will be at this event to welcome the chamber members to the Metro booth.  Metro Volunteers come from all divisions and Gateway Headquarters and spend their own time to help promote the agency, its services and messages throughout the county.

Expo Phase 2 DEIR Public Comment Period Extension
The Exposition Construction Authority has completed the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) on Phase 2 of the Expo Line project.  The DEIR studies the potential impacts to the environment that may result from adoption and implementation of one of the four proposed alternatives and identifies recommended mitigation measures.  The original deadline for comments on the Expo Phase 2 DEIR was Friday, March 13, 2009 and has been extended to Friday, March 27, 2009.  Comments can be made at the public hearings or submitted in writing to: 
Mail:                 Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority

                        Monica Born, PE, Project Director

                        707 Wilshire Boulevard, 34th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Email:              phase2@exporail.net

Fax:                  213-243-5553

Online:             Submit Public Comment

Written comments should be submitted no later than 5:00 pm on Friday, March 27, 2009.
A hard copy of the DEIR is available for review at the following locations:

Exposition Construction Authority Office

707 Wilshire Blvd, 34th Floor, Los Angeles 90017

Los Angeles Central Library

630 W. 5th St, Los Angeles 90071

Culver City Julian Dixon Library

4975 Overland Ave, Culver City 90230

West Los Angeles Regional Library

11360 Santa Monica Blvd, Los Angeles 90025

Palms-Rancho Park Branch Library

2920 Overland Ave, Los Angeles 90064

Mar Vista Branch Library

12006 Venice Blvd, Los Angeles 90066

Robertson Branch Library

1719 S. Robertson Blvd, Los Angeles 90035

Santa Monica Main Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd, Santa Monica 90401

http://buildexpo.org/submit_comment.php
Media Inquiries on Federal Stimulus Transportation Funding to Smaller Cities

Today, we received several media inquires from the Associated Press, NPR Radio, KNBC and the Pasadena Star News concerning a motion that was approved by the Board last month allowing smaller cities to swap their federal transportation stimulus dollars with other cities.  The media indicated a concern that some cities are contemplating swapping federal stimulus funds for an equal or lesser amount of general funds.  The media is questioning if this met the intent of the stimulus legislation. Staff have indicated to the press that we would clarify to cities and County that the Board authorized only one-to-one trades of stimulus funds with Measure R Local Return funds.   We will clarify to the cities/county that no selling or bartering of Stimulus funds was anticipate or allowed.

Chief Planning Officer, Carol Inge and Media Relations staff told reporters, however, that the intent of allowing the trades was to make sure that all the federal transportation stimulus dollars are spent in Los Angeles County on transportation projects within deadlines to create jobs as the legislation intended.  Staff gave reporters context that this is only a small fraction of the approximately $800 million that the County of Los Angeles is to receive.  The deadline for Metro to receive documentation from cities interested in swapping their funds with other larger cities that have transportation projects ready to go is this Friday, March 13.  So far we have received documentation from Sierra Madre, Irwindale and La Habra Heights.  Each of these cities is slated to receive $500,000 from the federal stimulus bill.  Stores may run tomorrow.
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