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	Ambassadors, Safety Awareness Planned For Gold Line Eastside Extension Communities

Metro will deploy 12 rail safety ambassadors on Monday, March 30 at seven Eastside intersections along the new six-mile Metro Gold Line to East Los Angeles alignment to help motorists become familiar with the new light rail train traffic and to educate pedestrians on how to be safe around trains during this early testing period.. The ambassadors will be at Alameda/Temple, First/Alameda, First/Mission, First/Lorena, First/Indiana, Indiana/Third and Third/Mednik from 6:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Monday to Friday and during the weekends from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. During April, Metro is also planning safety awareness sessions for Eastside residents in public libraries around the Metro Gold Line alignment in Little Tokyo, Boyle Heights and East Los Angeles. Today Metro Media Relations issued a news release announcing these new safety initiatives. 

Regional Connector Media Briefing
Today the Metro Regional Connector project team conducted an online media briefing with key reporters on the four public scoping meetings beginning next week. Planning staff reported that the two build alternatives moving forward for analysis in the Draft EIS/EIR are an at-grade emphasis alternative via Temple, Main/Los Angeles, Second and Flower Streets, and an underground emphasis alternative via Second and Flower Streets. A “No Build” alternative and a Transportation Systems Management alternative are also required within the Draft EIS/EIR. Stories are expected to run today and tomorrow.
Car Free Friday on Metro Orange Line
Today Metro joined the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition in promoting “Car Free Friday” with a bicycle ride along the Metro Orange Line. A representative from L.A. City Councilmember Tom LaBonge also participated in the ride, which began at the North Hollywood Red Line Station and ended at the Van Nuys Orange Line station. Metro supports bike-to-transit commuting as a comprehensive alternative that can fully replace the automobile for many daily work trips. The Metro Orange Line’s bike path enables commuters to begin their bicycle commute from home and travel longer work distances via fast, high-capacity bus and subway service. Riders were enthusiastic when learning that the Board yesterday approved a contract for Metro to add new bicycle lockers and racks at key stations along the Orange Line route.

Procurement Postings for Next Week

Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure hardware and software components and specifications for the Transit Passenger Information System.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 1 to June 29, 2009.

The Transit Passenger Information System is needed to provide visual train arrival and departure times, delay information, customer advisories, safety information and emergency messages which are displayed on monitors at Metro Gold Line stations.  

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Gina Marie Lindsey, Executive Director of Los Angeles World Airports, Chris Martin, CEO and Co Chairman of AC Martin Company, and Gail Farber, Director of Public Works for the City of Orange. I will also be participating in the SCAG Board Meeting and the EXPO Board Meeting.
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