	
Thursday, March 5, 2009
20090305-0
Issue:

· FTA Releases Transit Formula Funds

	FTA Releases Transit Formula Funds
Today, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) released its apportionments for transit formula programs in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).  Today’s announcement covers approximately $7 billion in formula funding; the remaining amounts will be made available from discretionary grant programs and will not be announced until a future date.  

The Los Angeles-Long Beach-Santa Ana urbanized area will receive $388,488,754 in Section 5307 (Urbanized Area Formula) and Section 5340 (Growing States/High Density) funds.  In addition, $10,003,084 will come to the region from the Section 5309 Fixed Guideway Modernization Program, for a grand total of $398,491,838.  

In addition, today’s Federal Register notice indicated that FTA is still determining how New Starts funds in ARRA will be distributed to New Starts and Small Starts projects.  However, FTA noted the following:  “only projects that have received acceptable project ratings in the New Starts or Small Starts process are eligible for funding.”  In light of last week’s Board action on the Katz motion, today’s announcement would appear to render the Foothill Light Rail Extension as well as Expo Phase I ineligible for New Starts funds.  On the other hand, the Eastside Extension is likely to be our only capital project that would qualify for funding under this program.  However, both Foothill and Expo could still compete for the $1.5 billion multimodal discretionary grant program established in ARRA.  

Attached for your information is FTA’s apportionment notice and funding tables.
http://boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/FTA_notice.pdf
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