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	Governor Signs ARRA Implementation Bill
Last week, the State Assembly approved AB (X3) 20 (Bass) on the Assembly Floor by a 61-0 vote. The bill was introduced by Assembly Speaker Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles) to allocate the highway funds provided by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).  Assemblymember Bob Blumenfield (D-Van Nuys) and Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park) both spoke in favor of the bill. In addition, the Governor released a statement applauding the legislature’s leadership in passing AB (X3) 20 and signed the legislation into law.

The bill will use the Surface Transportation Program (STP) formula to distribute the lion share of the highways funds allocated to the State; providing 62.5% to the regions and 37.5% to the State. The legislation will result in an additional $100 million for cities in Los Angeles County. It will also provide the necessary funding for the Interstate 405 HOV Lane project and the Interstate 5 North (170 to the 118) project.  The legislation also includes a provision to ensure that the State keeps Metro whole if they use federal stimulus money to backfill Proposition 1B projects.  The bill will become effective immediately.
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