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	CEO Trip to Washington, DC
Next week I will be traveling to Washington, DC to meet with members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation, leaders of transportation-related congressional committees and senior transportation officials in the Obama Administration, including Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood.  I will be sharing Metro’s legislative priorities, as outlined in the Board approved calendar year 2009 federal Legislative Program and the Board approved Reauthorization Plan that we adopted in April.  Upon my return, I look forward to sharing with all Board members the feedback I receive regarding our goals for the Fiscal Year 2010 appropriations cycle, the reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU and on other important issues, like High Speed Rail.

Hillside Stabilization Forges Win-Win with Community
Last night Metro staff received applause from the Citizens Committee to Save Elysian Park after presenting revised plans to stabilize the Elysian Park hillside above the Division 21 Midway Yard maintenance facility.  Staff has worked closely over the last 2 months with members of the Committee as well as Los Angeles City Recreation and Parks and Council District 1 to engineer solutions that would save protected oak and walnut trees on the site.  Approximately 20 people attended the meeting representing park supporters, neighborhood councils, city staff, and Council Districts 1 and 13.  A Categorical Exemption will be prepared and filed today to comply with CEQA regulations.  

Antelope Valley Transportation Summit
On Wednesday, June 3, 2009, Planning and Government Relation’s staff participated in Supervisor Antonovich’s Antelope Valley Transportation Summit.  Also in attendance were representatives from Caltrans, Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, Antelope Valley Transportation Authority (AVTA), California Highway Patrol, and Cities of Palmdale, Lancaster, and Santa Clarita.  Government Relations staff provided an update on the State budget and the Federal Reauthorization.  Of particular interest to those in attendance was the $8 Billion Stimulus funds for the High Speed Rail.  Planning staff discussed Measure R Implementation.  Caltrans representatives provided a status report on on-going projects on SR-14 and SR-138.   

The next Summit will be held on September 30, 2009.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Project Featured on Achieving Business Excellence Magazine
The Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Project is featured in the June 2009 issue of Achieving Business Excellence Magazine which contains stories of how the recession is affecting 50 companies and other organizations and how they are responding to challenges.  The story focuses on Metro’s innovative role as transportation planner, coordinator, designer, builder and operator of one of the largest counties in the United States.  It also highlights Metro’s successful efforts towards delivering its last two FTA New Starts billion dollar rail projects on-time and within budget.  Attached for your review is the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension segment of the story, the entire June issue can viewed here.
Metro Orange Line Extension Groundbreaking Event
On Wednesday, June 24, 2009, Metro, joined by a host of elected officials and community leaders, will officially break ground on the first construction project expedited through Measure R -- the extension of the Metro Orange Line from Canoga Park to Chatsworth in the San Fernando Valley.  Metro’s contractor will initiate construction of a north parking lot at the Chatsworth Amtrak/Metrolink Station, marking the first phase of construction on a four-mile addition to the Metro Orange Line right-of-way to connect with the Southern California inter-urban rail system.  Completion of this parking lot is required before the south parking lot is modified to ensure that parking is continuously available for Metrolink/Amtrak patrons during construction of the Metro Orange Line Extension.  Later construction work on the alignment will commence in late 2009/early 2010.  
Board members interested in participating in this important milestone event should contact my office at 213.922.6888.
Event Details:

What:      Metro Orange Line Extension Groundbreaking Event

When:     Wednesday, June 24, 2009 at 10 a.m.

Where:    Chatsworth Amtrak/Metrolink Station

                10046 Old Depot Plaza Road

                Chatsworth, CA 91311
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