	[image: image1.png]@ Metro Daily Brief CEO Arthur T. Leahy




June 10, 2009
20090610-1

In this issue:

· Metro Receives $235 Million in Stimulus Funding
· L.A. Times Considers Congestion Pricing Editorial
· Metro Releases Transit Data
· Metro Art Program for Expo Phase 1 Update


	Metro Receives $235 Million in Stimulus Funding
Today, the U.S. Department of Transportation announced that Metro will receive nearly $235 million in federal stimulus funds to help pay for projects ranging from a power station for the Metro Blue Line to new buses to improved bus stations and stops.  In making the announcement, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood said, “By reinvesting in our nation's transit infrastructure, we are making our communities more livable, invigorating the local economy and putting America back to work''.  Metro was awarded three separate grants:

· A $225.1 million grant for various projects, including the replacement of 90 45-foot buses and 50 32-foot buses, the overhaul of about 400 buses more than 5 years old, improved pedestrian access at a downtown Metro Red Line station, replacing fiber-optic equipment for the rail system and modifications of CNG fueling facilities;

· An $8.2 million grant (previously reported to the Board) to help replace two traction power substations and electrical support systems along the Metro Blue Line corridor; and

· A $1 million grant for enhancements such as public art, signage and wayfinding improvements to bus stations along Harbor and El Monte transitways and local bus stop transfer/interface areas in Downtown Los Angeles.

Media Relations received a press inquire from City News Service and told the reporter that these were the funds that we had requested through the stimulus program, and in anticipation of these funds, particularly for the Metro bus upgrades, our board awarded contracts to purchase up to 150 new CNG-powered buses contingent on us receiving these stimulus funds and this is good news for the region.
L.A. Times Considers Congestion Pricing Editorial
The Los Angeles Times may publish an editorial Thursday about the congestion pricing demonstration project and the proposed tolls that will be presented at five public hearings starting Saturday.  Executive Officer Stephanie Wiggins and Media Relations staff explained the project.  The writer’s key question was how can we squeeze more vehicles into the HOV lanes?  A combination of roadway improvements, attractive rideshare options (new frequent express bus service and Metrolink service in the corridors, new vanpools and park and ride lot enhancements and no toll charges for transit, carpools and vanpools), and cost incentives for solo drivers to travel during off peak hours when tolls are less should help us better manage freeway traffic.  Staff took the opportunity also to note that the state enabling legislation requires consideration for low income people and Metro and Caltrans are looking at possibly offering a rewards program for low income transit users in the corridors where they may earn credits for using transit that could be applied on occasion to drive on the ExpressLanes or be applied to their transit passes.  Staff also noted that monies generated by tolls would be re-invested to improve transit services in the corridors.  This is a demonstration project.  Performance updates would be prepared and even if the demonstration project didn’t pan out, the transit improvements and facilities would remain.  Staff also noted that the average tolls for I-10 motorists would be $6 a trip and $4 on the Harbor Transitway based on current average trip lengths.

Metro Releases Transit Data
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that in an effort to enable greater public use of Los Angeles County transit planning information and spur transit ridership countywide, Metro today officially released transit route and schedule data on its new beta developer web site at http://www.metro.net/developer/. 
The release notes that the agency’s transit data includes route, schedule, and stop information for all five Metro Rail lines and nearly 200 Metro bus lines serving Los Angeles County as well as route and schedule information for Metro’s regional transit partners.  Developers and other interested individuals will now be able to utilize this data for inclusion in new or existing web-based transit planning computer applications, including popular mobile devices such as iPhone and Blackberry.  In order to download the data, users must first agree to the terms and conditions detailed on the site.  Transit data for the region will be available as both web services and downloadable data sets.

Metro’s web services, known collectively as the Trip Planner Information Feed, provide transit information for Metro and 65 other carriers within Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura counties.  These web services are designed to be integrated into customized trip planning applications.
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_084.htm

Metro Art Program for Expo Phase 1 Update
As part of our ongoing art program outreach and implementation for the Metro Expo Line, Creative Services staff recently invited Expo Board members, their appointed Urban Design Committee members, along with the Metro Art Advisory Groups to hear individual artists present their artwork for the Phase 1 stations.   The artwork for the 9 stations includes over 150 art panels by 9 commissioned artists.  The work reflects a wide range of styles from painting and drawing to linocuts and photography and will be fabricated in highly durable materials including tile and glass mosaic.  Like the Metro Orange Line, the Metro Expo Line stations have standardized canopies and overall uniform identity, while the art and landscaping are specifically designed to convey the character of the individual neighborhoods.
  

	Metro.net Home | Press Room | Projects & Programs | Meeting Agendas | Riding Metro | Metro Library 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

1 Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, California 90012-2952

Phone: 213-922-6888

Fax: 213-922-7447

	











