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	House Committee on Appropriations Adopts Bill Providing Funds for Transit Security
Today, the full House Committee on Appropriations adopted its fiscal year 2010 spending bill for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  The $42.6 billion bill includes $250 million for transit grants, which is the same amount the President requested for these grants in the Budget he unveiled earlier this year.  The dollar amount for transit security grants in the bill adopted today is $150 million below the amount provided by Congress last year.  This decline is due to the fact that transit security grants were provided $150 million in the recently adopted American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  We will continue to work with members of the Los Angeles County Congressional delegation to ensure that transit security grants, which are among the legislative priorities outlined in our Board approved 2009 Federal Legislative Program, are fully funded by the 111th Congress.
Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice
Over the coming months, construction crews will be working at night performing all activities necessary to connect the existing Metro Blue Line Light Rail system with the Expo Light Rail Transit system that is currently under construction.  The work is being managed and performed by the Expo Line’s design-build contractor FCI/Fluor/Parsons (FFP, a Joint Venture) and its subcontractors.

The extensive work necessary to connect these two transit systems will be on-going for a total of ten months, with the first phase starting June 2009.  This initial phase of construction involves track and utility improvements, as well as installation of system elements. 

What:    Construction activities related to the connection of the Expo Line with the Metro Blue Line 

When:   PHASE 1 - June 28, 2009 through November 2009
             Sunday through Thursday, 8:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. (Night Work Only) 

Where:  Washington Boulevard, from Griffith Avenue to Flower Street and

              Flower Street, from Washington Boulevard to 12th Street

Traffic Impacts: 

· Temporary lane takes and detours will be implemented throughout this construction activity.

· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. 

· Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.

Advisories:   

· Access for all local residents and businesses will be maintained.

· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones.

Additional notices will be issued to advise the public of major activities as the work progresses.

(Construction schedules are subject to change for various reasons including but not limited to: weather conditions, unforeseen emergencies and other acts of nature.)
Procurement Postings for Next Week
IFB for As-needed Graffiti Paint-out Services

Procurement has issued an Invitation for Bids (IFB) to procure As-needed Graffiti Paint-out Services.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 12 through November 1, 2009.

As-needed Graffiti Paint-out Services are required for the removal of graffiti at Metro bus and rail locations.  The removal of graffiti from transit facilities is necessary in order to alleviate its negative visual impact on system patrons and the public at large.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Nicole Dang, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7438.

IFB for Adjustable Stak System with Bridge

Procurement will issue an IFB next week to procure an adjustable Stak System with Bridge.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 19 to August 27, 2009.

The Stak System is used for storage and retrieval of heavy, bulky items.  It is needed to increase the safe storage capacity of Metro’s inventory assets located at Division 9.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.

IFB for Four Vertical Storage Carousels and One Vertical Lift

Procurement will issue an IFB next week to procure four vertical storage carousels and one vertical lift.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 19 to August 27, 2009.

The carousels are needed to increase the storage capacity for inventory assets located at Divisions 9 and 11.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.

IFB for Sand Paper

Procurement will issue an IFB next week to procure sand paper.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 18 through September 30, 2009.

Sand paper is used in the body and paint shops for repairs on buses and equipment.  This is an inventory item needed to ensure that the mechanics can perform normal routine repairs. 

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting separately with Director Antonovich; Director Najarian; Councilmember LaBonge; Councilmember Garcetti; Richard Powers, Executive Director of Gateway Cities Council of Governments; Marnie O’Brien Primmer, Executive Director of Mobility 21 Coalition; Shelly Verrinder, Executive Director of Access Services; and Genevieve Giuliano, Director of METRANS Transportation Center. In addition, I will be meeting with Director Huizar and George Pla, President and CEO of Cordoba Corporation.  I will also be joining Director Katz in a meeting with representatives from J.P. Morgan, Freshfield/Bruckhaus/Derringer, Flatiron, Parsons Brinckerhoff, AECOM, URS, Goldman Sachs, Psomas regarding Measure R program delivery.

Finally, I will be participating in the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Safety Press Event; the Mobility 21 Board Meeting; the Regionwide CEOs Meeting; the California High Speed Rail Coordination Meeting; the Southern California Leadership Network Seminar; the Town Hall Los Angeles; and the Joint Meeting between the San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership and the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments. 
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