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	Metro Thanks Senator Boxer and Rockefeller for Requesting Rail Safety Funds
U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and John D. Rockefeller (D-WV) have written a letter to key Senate appropriators urging them to fully fund the Railroad Safety Technology Grants program that was authorized under the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008, adopted into law last year. Specifically, the letter calls on Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), Chair of the Senate’s Transportation, Housing and Urban Development appropriations subcommittee and Ranking member, Senator Christopher Bond (R-MO), to appropriate at least $50 million for the Railroad Safety Technology Grants program, which is consistent with the amount authorized under the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008.  
Our Board has identified, as its number one legislative priority, safety enhancements of commuter rail services provided by Metrolink in Los Angeles County and adjoining counties.  We are currently working with our partners in Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura counties to support Metrolink’s Fiscal Year 2010 appropriations request of $40 million for Positive Train Control (PTC).  We are determined to see that Railroad Safety Technology Grants are fully funded in order for Metrolink to secure the federal funds it needs to begin implementation of a PTC system on its rail network.  For your review, please find attached my letter to Senator Boxer expressing our appreciation to her and Senator Rockefeller for their leadership on this rail safety issue.
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/Boxer_PTC062509.doc

U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood Puts Price Tag on Extension of Surface Transportation Bill
Today, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood shared with Congress that it would cost $20 billion to extend our nation’s current surface transportation program, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) for 18 months.  At present, SAFETEA-LU is scheduled to expire on September 30, 2009.  The Obama Administration announced last week that it supports delaying the adoption of a six-year reauthorization of the law until after the 2010 mid-term elections.  Secretary LaHood’s most recent focus has been to ensure the solvency of the Highway Trust Fund.  The Chairman of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, James Oberstar (D-MN), has opposed the Administration’s plan to delay the adoption of a new surface transportation bill and is planning to proceed next month with a full committee markup of his version of the legislation, “The Surface Transportation Authorization Act of 2009.” 
State Budget Update

Today, the Assembly Democrats and Republicans approved three budget related bills to partially address the $24 billion budget deficit.  The bills would only provide a $5 billion solution to the budget deficit.  The three measures would allow for deferrals of various cash payments and would redirect local redevelopment agency funds for education purposes.  In addition, the State Controller and Treasurer both publicly stated that the legislative bills approved by the Assembly would help delay the State’s need to issue IOUs beginning July 2nd.

Immediately following the Assembly budget actions, the Governor released a statement that he intended to veto the budget bills because they do not address the $24 billion budget deficit.  The Governor believes the Legislature is only providing a “piecemeal” solution and not addressing the entire budget deficit.  The budget bills were then considered by the Senate.  The Senate Republicans and Democrats had a lengthy discussion on the budget bills and in the end, did not garner the necessary 2/3 votes to approve the measures.  The Senate is scheduled to meet tomorrow at 10:00 a.m.

As negotiations continue, we anticipate the Legislature will continue working through the weekend on the budget. We will keep you apprised of any new developments in the budget process. 
Criminal Charges Issued to Two Metro Operators for Embezzlement
Concluding an investigation spanning several months, the District Attorney has issued a notice of criminal charges to two bus operators for alleged felony embezzlement of Metro fare media.  The operators will be given several days to turn themselves in for booking.  Several other employees are under investigation for similar charges with unknown future disposition.  A press release is attached below for distribution.  
boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/Embezzlement_Statement.doc

Media Attending Today’s Board Meeting
Media attending today’s Board meeting included KABC Eyewitness News and the Los Angeles Times.  Reporters were interested in discussion surrounding Metro’s delivery of bus service to the disabled community as well as discussions on continuing item #69 to the July meeting regarding exercising light rail vehicle options with AnsaldoBreda.  Stories may appear tonight or tomorrow.
Media Inquire on Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project

Today, the San Gabriel Valley Tribune inquired regarding our plans to enhance the El Monte Bus Station as part of the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project.  The reporter asked if the recent arrest of developer John Leung on alleged fraud charges, who was working with the City of El Monte on a Transit Village project for the area could impact our federal grant.  Staff told the reporter the enhancements to the El Monte Bus Station will go forward as part of the Congestion Reduction project and will not be impacted at all.  The story may run tomorrow.
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