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	State Legislative Counsel Finds Governor Exceeded His Line Item Veto Authority 

As Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed the State budget, he also made further reductions in the budget under his “line-item” veto authority. The Governor made further reductions in education, health and human services.  Assembly Speaker Karen Bass and Senate Pro Tempore Darrell Steinberg have questioned the legality of the Governor’s actions to make further reductions in the budget.

Yesterday, the State Legislative Counsel released an opinion on the Governor’s actions. Specifically, the Legislative Counsel found that the Governor’s actions to veto items and sections of AB 1, the budget bill, exceeded his “line-item” veto authority. According to the Legislative Counsel, AB 1, as adopted by the Legislature in July, only made reductions in existing appropriations already authorized by statue with the enactment of the Budget Act of 2009 adopted by the Legislature in February 2009.  
The Legislative Counsel argues that because Legislators made reductions to an existing budget, the Governor does not have the authority to make further reductions. The Governor’s authority to make “line-item” vetoes is limited to “items of appropriations” that give a state officer the authority to set aside funds, appropriate or add additional funds to an existing appropriation. In this case, the Governor made further reductions on items and sections of the budget that by statue were not “appropriations”. Therefore, according to the Legislative Counsel, the Governor does not have line-item veto authority to make further reductions in AB 1.  

In addition, Governor Schwarzenegger’s Legal Affairs Secretary Andrea Lynn Hoch reinforced the legality of the Governor’s vetoes. She states that the reductions were necessary because the Legislature made last minute changes to the budget, sending the Governor an unbalanced budget. 
The Legislature is expected to return in August to address the unbalanced budget.  We anticipate that Legislative leadership and the Governor will address the line-item vetoes in the broader context of the pension and corrections reform proposals. In addition, we anticipate the Legislature will be in negotiations in October on a new budget revision due to the continuing shortfall in revenue.

RTAC Meeting

On Wednesday, August 5th, Director Katz and I attended a meeting hosted by Metro of the Regional Target Advisory Committee (RTAC). RTAC is a statewide committee charged with developing recommendations on factors to be considered and methodologies to be used by the California Air Resources Board (ARB) to set regional targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions from passenger vehicles. Director Katz and I are members of the committee.

The committee discussed three alternative frameworks for target development and evaluation, primarily focusing on the merits of using a best management practices point system to supplement model results or as an alternative method for demonstrating compliance. They also discussed and agreed that Metropolitan Planning Organizations, including the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), should be able to present the ARB with a target that they believe is aggressive and achievable prior to the ARB releasing its preliminary statewide target. Other policy issues discussed included social equity, the assignment of inter-regional trips and the establishment of uniform or variable regional targets.
Senate Bill (SB) 375 requires the ARB to set regional targets for the purpose of reducing greenhouse gas emissions from passenger vehicles for 2020 and 2035.  The RTAC must provide its recommendations in a report to ARB by September 30, 2009. 

The next meeting of the RTAC will be in <<Sacramento>> on August 18, 2009. For more information on the RTAC and the upcoming meeting, see, click here.

http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/sb375/rtac/rtac.htm
Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce Economic Development Committee

Earlier today, I spoke to the Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce at the luncheon for their Economic Development Committee. I gave an overview of Metro, including our range of responsibilities and some of the challenges we face. I discussed my view of the need to develop consensus on our priorities so we can work together as a County to achieve better funding results from Washington, D.C. This included a brief overview of upcoming Reauthorization, the new starts process and annual appropriations. I explained my view that any area of the County that is getting a new transportation project needs to support the entire program for projects throughout the County.

I discussed in a bit more detail and responded to questions about the status of Phases 1 & 2 of the Exposition Light Rail Transit and Westside Subway planning.  In response to questions about subway construction impacts, I stressed that it was important for the community to be involved with us early as we design and engineer the project and to stay involved throughout. I also responded to questions about the jobs generated by Metro projects, improvements on the I-405, the need for improving bus performance and signal synchronization.

About 60 people attended the luncheon including current and former City Councilmembers and Mayors, several City Commissioners as well as business leaders.
Media Inquiry on LA Sheriff Department’s Bag Search at Metro Rail Stations 

Today, Media Relations received an inquiry from a Channel 4 news reporter about Sheriff’s deputies conducting bag searches along the Metro Rail system. Captain Jordon with the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department told the reporter bag searches began in March of this year. The searches are made on a random basis using established criteria. He explained the operation is being deployed 16 days a month, two to three times per day at various Metro Rail stations and on Metrolink. Signage is placed at the stations to notify passengers that a bag search is underway. Funding for the bag search operation is available through the anti-terrorism bill.
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