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In this issue:
· Measure R Highway Program Advisory Committee Meeting
· Los Angeles Times Inquires into Metro Lobbying Contracts


	Measure R Highway Program Advisory Committee Meeting

Today, the Measure R Highway Advisory Committee held its third meeting. At the meeting, we discussed the responses to questions raised at the last meeting, the expansion of the Highway Operational Improvement Definition, three bonding scenarios, the potential funding gap for each of the highway projects and possible federal and state funding strategies to meet these gaps. Some key issues raised included: a continuing request that soundwalls be included as part of Highway Operational Improvements and that each subregion be afforded as much flexibility as possible. The Committee also passed a motion stating that in the instance the Route 710 Extension lawsuit prevails, the Measure R earmark would stay in the San Gabriel Valley subregion. The next meeting is scheduled for August 25, 2009.  

Los Angeles Times Inquires into Metro Lobbying Contracts

The Los Angeles Times inquired today requesting a list of Lobbying contracts awarded by us over the last year for State and Federal Lobbyists. The reporter was told that under the CEO’s authority, annual contracts exist for three firms for Federal Lobbying and four firms for State Lobbying. 

On the Federal level they include Mark Kadesh with Kadesh & Associates, John Cline with the C2 Group and Cliff Madison with Cliff Madison Government Solutions. On the State Level, they include Andrew Antwih with Shaw Yoder Antwih, Bob Naylor with Nielsen, Merksamer, Parrinello, Mueller & Naylor, Chris Micheli with Aprea & Micheli and Soyla Fernandez with Fernandez Government Solutions. 

The reporter was also told that the Board is scheduled to consider a new federal advocacy contract at its September Board meeting. A copy of the federal advocacy Board Report that was presented to the Board at our July meeting was also given to the reporter. 
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