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	Metro Engages Neighborhood Councils in ExpressLanes Demonstration Program

This week, Metro’s ExpressLanes Demonstration Program team completed the first round of community briefings scheduled with the City of Los Angeles Neighborhood Councils. The team briefed the Harbor Alliance of Neighborhood Councils on August 5, 2009, the Empowerment Congress Southwest Area Neighborhood Development Council on August 17, 2009, and the Empowerment Congress Southwest Area Neighborhood Development Council (ECWANDC) on August 18, 2009. This first round of meetings concluded on Tuesday, August 25, 2009, when Stephanie Wiggins, Executive Officer of the ExpressLanes Demonstration Project, and Conan Cheung, Deputy Executive Officer of Transit Operations, briefed the Empowerment Congress Southeast Area Neighborhood Development Council (ECSEANDC). 

In these meetings, some of the primary issues covered included mitigation for low-income commuters, transit operations and facility improvements and toll technology and infrastructure aspects of the program, as well as specific project benefits, including increased service on Line 910 (Harbor Transitway), improved connections between Lines 102/115/715 and the Harbor Transitway, security and lighting upgrades at Manchester Station, more service to and from the Green Line, feeder service to the Artesia Transit Center, transit rewards (Route 910), rideshare rewards and roadway improvements at Adams Boulevard.
As part of our continuing community outreach program for the ExpressLanes Demonstration Program, we have scheduled a total of 28 community briefings with City of Los Angeles Neighborhood Councils to take place from August 2009 through November 2009. We are focusing on the South, Central, Harbor and East Areas of the City to educate members about the key elements of the program, including toll technology and infrastructure, transit operations, transit facilities, Express Park and community outreach. 

For a complete list of our upcoming ExpressLanes public presentations and video commentary of Corridor Advisory Group members, click here.

www.metro.net/expresslanes. 

Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas Hosts Press Event for Crenshaw Transit Corridor Project

Today, I joined Director Mark Ridley-Thomas at the California Science Center for a press conference-luncheon to explain the Crenshaw Transit Corridor project to the local press. The Federal Transit Administration is currently reviewing the Draft Environmental Statement/Report (DEIS/DEIR) for the project with anticipation that it will soon be released to the public for a 45-day comment period.  
Supervisor Ridley-Thomas expressed his strong support for the project and urged the public to weigh in on the upcoming selection between a Light Rail Transit (LRT) and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) alternative. The Supervisor encouraged the community to participate in public hearings on the project and to attend upcoming Board meetings where the project will be discussed. Project Manager Roderick Diaz made a presentation explaining the project and the alternatives considered in the environmental review. He was followed by Dan Rosenfeld, the Supervisor’s Senior Deputy for Economic Development, who touted the project’s job creation and economic opportunities. When the DEIS/DEIR is released, the Crenshaw Transit Corridor project team will hold four open houses and public hearings on the project.
Accounting Staff Earns Highest Financial Reporting Award for the 10th Year in a Row
For the 10th consecutive year, we have earned the prestigious “Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting” award. The award is from the Government of Finance Officers of the United States and Canada (GFOA) and it is for our Fiscal Year 2008 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). In order to receive this award, our CAFR needed to satisfy generally accepted accounting principles, applicable legal requirements and pass 17 grading categories.

Please join me in congratulating the entire Accounting staff for their roles in maintaining the standard of excellence that we have come to expect here at the Metro.
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