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· Climate Change Bill Faces Delay In U.S. Senate
· L.A. Times gets Update on Metro Gold Line Eastside Construction

· Metro to Hold Public Hearing on Fare Structure for New Bus Line 910
· Metro Vanpool Program wins 2009 Outstanding Service Award


	Climate Change Bill Faces Delay In U.S. Senate

We have been closely tracking climate change legislation pending in the U.S. Congress to ensure that the final version of the bill sets aside at least 10% of emission allowances for public transportation.  According to the Chairwoman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), her version of the climate change bill will be released later this month, not this week, as originally anticipated.  This past June the U.S. House of Representatives passed climate change legislation (HR 2454) that would cap greenhouse gas emissions and set up a market-based trading program for companies to meet the cap. In a recent meeting with Congressman Henry Waxman (D-CA), Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, our agency asked him to support the 10% set-aside goal for public transportation should the House adopted measure go to conference with a Senate bill later this year.  It is estimated that a 10% set-aside would be worth approximately $340 billion nationally over the next four decades based on allowance price estimates developed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. We will continue to work closely with the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) on this matter. I look forward to keeping the Board apprised of our efforts related to the climate change legislation pending in the 111th Congress.
L.A. Times gets Update on Metro Gold Line Eastside Construction                   

This afternoon, a reporter from the Los Angeles Times today interviewed Dennis Mori, Executive Officer - Construction Project Management, regarding progress on the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Project. Staff explained that construction is 99% complete and we are in the systems integration and testing phase of the Project to ensure that all of the equipment and systems are safe and reliable prior to opening. Mori also mentioned that the California Public Utilities Commission and an independent Safety Peer Review Panel have determined that the design of the Project is safe in accordance with transit industry standards; however, we are evaluating and implementing additional safety enhancements. 
Regarding the opening date, Mori mentioned that we are confident that the Project will open before the December 31, 2009 Revenue Operations Date that is specified in the Federal Funding Grant Agreement. However, the actual date for the opening of the line has not been announced as we have yet to begin two weeks of scheduled “stress” testing involving trains followed by five weeks of Pre-Revenue Operations before the opening. A story should run in the next few days.
Metro to Hold Public Hearing on Fare Structure for New Bus Line 910

Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that we will hold a public hearing on September 24, 2009 to receive public input on the proposed fare structure to be adopted for new Metro Bus Line 910. The new bus line – 910 El Monte Station – Artesia Transit Center via Downtown – is set for implementation on December 13, 2009 as part of our efforts to provide improved service along both the El Monte Busway and the Harbor Freeway Transitway. The new service is designed to connect the Artesia Transit Center and the El Monte Station via 26-miles of the Harbor Freeway Transitway that runs along the median of the I-110 Freeway and the El Monte Busway that runs along the I-10 Freeway. The public hearing will take place on Thursday, September 24, 2009 beginning at 9:30 a.m. in the Third Floor Board Room here at the Gateway building. 
Link to Press Release: http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_136.htm
Metro Vanpool Program wins 2009 Outstanding Service Award 
Today, during the 2009 Association for Commuter Transportation (ACT) International Conference awards luncheon in Washington, D.C., it was announced that the Metro Vanpool Program won the Outstanding Service Award. The program, which is the fastest growing vanpool program in the nation, was launched in May 2007. It currently has 848 vanpools enrolled and has reduced over 230 million vehicle miles traveled since its inception. 
Vanpooling has become a critical demand management strategy in Los Angeles County. The program was initiated at the direction of former Director Frank Roberts. Staff designed the program to attract new customers as well as to generate additional federal revenue by reporting operating data to the National Transit Database (NTD).
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