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	Governor Appoints Two New CTC Commissioners

This week, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger announced that Darius Assemi, 48, of Fresno, and Patrick Mason, 62, of San Francisco, have been appointed to the California Transportation Commission (CTC). 
Darius Assemi has served as president of Granville Homes since 2009 and was vice president from 1983 to 2009. He is a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) accredited professional and a Build It Green, certified green building professional.  
Patrick Mason has served as the president of the California Foundation on the Environment and the Economy since 1984. Prior to that, Mason was the chief economist for the Association of Bay Area Governments from 1980 to 1982.  For a complete copy of the Governor’s press release announcing his new appointments, please click here.
http://gov.ca.gov/press-release/13192/
Los Angeles Times Focusing on Rail Safety

In advance of the upcoming September 12th one year anniversary of the Metrolink Chatsworth crash, the Los Angeles Times is expected to publish an in-depth article that focuses on Metrolink accidents and safety responses, but it also will look at Metro’s experience with the Metro Blue and Gold Lines. Specifically, the LA Times may note that we have been proactive on the safety front, focusing on the 3 E’s – engineering, education and enforcement. 
In the past five years, we have spent about $10 million on Metro rail safety enhancements, such as installing four-quadrant gates at half a dozen intersections and new active train warning signs on the Metro Blue Line. An LA Times reporter interviewed Metro Safety director Vijay Khawani for this article.
Metro Givers Transit Customers Flu Precautions
Today, Media Relations issued a news release to help transit patrons avoid getting the flu and other illnesses. Simple, common-sense precautions such as covering your nose and mouth when you cough or sneeze and washing your hands often, among other practices, are cited as effective ways to avoid getting sick.  
This month, we will be rolling out our Flu Prevention Action Plan that communicates flu avoidance information to riders in as many agency channels as possible. For example, flu precaution rail posters will be placed at station ticket vending machines, and Metro plans to add flu tips to car cards posted inside buses and trains. Take-One brochures will be placed on board buses and trains as well as Metro Customer Centers and will be featured on metro.net.  

To help reduce exposure to flu viruses on the Metro system, we will increase our sanitizing procedures in buses, trains and stations. We will monitor the flu situation with appropriate local, state and federal health agencies.

http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_140.htm
Expo Construction Notice

Construction activity on the Expo Light Rail Line will cause a temporary closure of La Cienega Boulevard at Jefferson Boulevard in the west end corridor of the Expo Light Rail Line.
 
What: 
Temporary closure of La Cienega Boulevard at Jefferson Boulevard for preparation of false work installation.
 
When: 
Friday, September 4, 2009 through Saturday, September 5, 2009
Nighttime work hours: 11:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.
 
Where:   
Construction crews will be on Jefferson Boulevard at La Cienega Boulevard.
 
Traffic Impacts:
Emergency vehicles and local traffic access will be maintained at all times.
All non-local Southbound La Cienega Boulevard traffic will be detoured either east or west at Jefferson Boulevard.
All non-local Northbound La Cienega Boulevard traffic will be detoured at Rodeo Road.
Directional signage, electronic message boards and flaggers will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
Next Week’s Procurement Postings

IFB for Light Rail Vehicle Signs

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure 75 sets of P865/P2020 Light Rail Vehicle Destination Signs, Passenger Information, and Run Number Signs. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 8, 2009 through January 11, 2010.

The new Light Emitted Diode (LED) Destination Signs, Passenger Information, and Run Number signs are being procured to replace the existing signs system as part of the Blue Line P865 and P2020 vehicle overhaul project.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Otto Ojong, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1454.
IFB for TAP Cards
Procurement will release an IFB next week to procure tap cards. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 9, 2009 through December 10, 2009.
The Transit Access Pass (TAP) Cards are needed to support the Universal Fare System used for multimodal transportation. The award of a contract will provide for a commitment from the suppliers or manufacturers to ensure availability at a fixed price.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by contract Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting with City Councilmember Wendy Greuel on Transportation related issues and I will be participating in a Regionwide CEO’s meeting with the LOSSAN Board in Oceanside. I will also be attending the Los Angeles Chamber Meeting and going to the California Transportation Commission Reception in Long Beach. In addition, I will be attending the Bus Operator Bridge Program Graduation Ceremony and attending the San Gabriel Valley Awards Gala.
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