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	Metro Working To Extend Federal CNG Tax Credit

Under the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy For Users (SAFETEA-LU), which was signed into law in August of 2005, our agency became eligible for a 50-cent per gasoline gallon equivalent of Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) tax credit. This credit is worth approximately $21.3 million for our agency. While the tax credit was originally slated to expire on September 30, 2009, legislation adopted by Congress (with our support) last year moved the expiration date to December 31, 2009.  We are currently working with our federal advocates to ensure that the CNG tax credit is extended by adding a provision to a broader piece of tax legislation that Congress is expected to adopt before the end of this year. Specifically, we are working with both the U.S. Senate Finance Committee and the House Ways and Means Committee to ensure that the CNG tax credit is extended.

Between Car Barriers (BCB) Red Line Pilot Program

Between Car Barriers (BCBs) are a federally required Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) safety device to protect the visually impaired from falling between the gaps of coupled rail vehicles. 

Last March, we received California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) approval to install newly designed station platform BCBs on our Light Rail Transit (LRT) Lines. At the end of August, all LRT lines were equipped with this new platform design and with very positive results. The ADA community is particularly pleased with this new design as it provides more positive fall protection than the older vehicle borne BCBs which were initially installed on our trains years ago. A number of the visually impaired and wheelchair users have also learned to use the new platform BCBs as a way-finder to doorways by pacing a known distance from the edge of the barriers to where the doors are positioned when trains are berthed at stations for easy ingress.
Additionally, by removing the BCBs from the vehicles and replacing them with the new platform design, it has freed Operations to be able to add and cut car consists will fewer resources and reduced operating costs.

With the success on the Light Rail System, we will soon be conducting a Pilot program on the Red/Purple Lines with the same station platform BCBs at Union Station over the next few weeks. Should the pilot program prove successful, installation of this design will commence and will allow us to standardize all of the stations with one consistent design for the entire Metro rail system.
91 ExpressLanes Tour
 

Today, an educational tour of the 91 ExpressLanes was provided to a number of Los Angeles County legislative officials’ staff members. The tour offered an opportunity for the staff members to see the technology and infrastructure involved with this type of system as we continue to move forward in implementing the ExpressLanes: Metro’s Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project. 
Legislative staff participating in the tour included Kimberlee Tachiki, Office of Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA); Karalee Etheridge, Office of Congressman Gary Miller (R-CA); Yvonne Hsu, Office of Congressman Adam Schiff (D-CA); Ulisses Sanchez, Office of State Senator Ron Calderon (D); Brian Mineghino, Office of Assembly Member Warren Furutani (D); and Veronica Zendejas, Office of Senator Jenny Oropeza (D). 
In the future, an additional tour will be offered to the elected offices that were not able to attend today's tour.
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