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	City Transportation Committee Receives Update on Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit Project

This week, Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) staff and we provided the LA City Council Transportation Committee an update on the Wilshire Boulevard Bus Rapid Transit Project. LADOT staff recommended that an Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (EIR/EA) be prepared to environmentally clear the project.  Metro staff supports this position, but Councilmember Paul Koretz raised some questions about the project and views the EIR/EA process as an opportunity to obtain answers to those questions.
The Draft EIR/EA is scheduled for release in February 2010, with final approval to come before the Board in May 2010 and the LA City Council and LA County Board of Supervisors in June 2010. The Transportation Committee's recommendations were to direct LADOT to work with us to prepare the EIR/EA and to approve payment of $210,000 to us as the City's share of those costs. These recommendations are scheduled for consideration at the full City Council meeting on Tuesday September 22, 2009. The transportation committee also directed LADOT to report back in 90 days on the progress of the project and the outreach efforts.     
Crenshaw Transit Corridor
 

Today, the Notice of Availability for the Crenshaw Transit Corridor was published in the Federal Register. This starts the formal public comment period which will end on October 26, 2009 at 5:00 pm. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Draft Environmental Impact Report is now available at local public libraries in the corridor and can be downloaded for review from the project website (www.metro.net/crenshaw). 
An elected officials’ briefing on the project will be held on September 22, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. at the Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza Community Room. 
Earlier today, Media Relations issued a news release encouraging public attendance to formally comment on draft environmental documents at four public hearings scheduled throughout the community in late September and early October as indicated below:
http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_141.htm
Wednesday, September 30, 2009
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wilshire United Methodist Church
4350 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90010

Metro lines 20, 720, 210, 710

Thursday, October 1, 2009 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
West Angeles Church – Crystal Room

3045 Crenshaw Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA  90016

Metro lines 38, 210, 710

Saturday, October 3, 2009

10:00 a.m. – Noon

Inglewood High School – Cafeteria

231 S. Grevillea Ave.
Inglewood, CA  90301

Metro lines 40, 111, 115, 212, 740

Tuesday, October 6, 2009

6:00 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Transfiguration Church Hall

2515 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA  90008

Metro lines 40, 42

Comments can be made at public hearings or sent to:

Roderick Diaz, Project Manager 

Re: Crenshaw Transit Corridor DEIS/DEIR

Metro, One Gateway Plaza, 99-22-3

Los Angeles CA 90012 

diazroderick@metro.net.
Media Inquiry: Measure R Local Return Guidelines

This afternoon, the Pasadena Star News inquired about the status of Measure R Local Return guidelines. The reporter was told that our planning staff is currently working on those guidelines and that they will be presented to the Board in October for approval. Once approved, the individual cities and the County of Los Angeles will sign off on the standard assurance forms and the local return share of the half-cent sales tax will begin to flow to the cities for their individual transportation improvement projects. 
The reporter was also told that planning staff has been working with representatives of the cities and the county for their input into the guidelines and that a meeting with the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments is set for next week. The reporter was informed that 15% of Measure R funds are provided under the Local Return portion and are to be used for transportation improvement projects such as major street resurfacing; rehabilitation and reconstruction; pothole repair; left turn signals; bikeways; pedestrian improvements; streetscapes; signal synchronization; and transit. The story may appear over the weekend.

Media Inquiry: Transit TV & Tunnel Advertising Updates

The San Fernando Valley Business Journal has inquired about the status of Metro’s Transit TV system and subway tunnel advertising display. As reported earlier this year, Transit TV filed for bankruptcy in February and ceased operation. The company’s assets were later acquired by Tezo Systems, which is currently in the process of refurbishing the system on Metro buses. As a result, Transit TV is currently visible on some, but not all vehicles. The electronic advertising display on the northbound subway tunnel between the Hollywood/Highland and Universal City Metro Red Line Stations has not been operational in recent months as its owner, Sidetrack Technologies, has been adversely affected by the economic challenges currently afflicting the advertising business.  As the term of this pilot project expires in four months, it is unlikely that it will return to operation. Both advertising systems were implemented at no cost to us, and provided Metro with minimal annual advertising revenues. The story is expected to run on Monday.
September General Managers Meeting 

Yesterday, the General Managers’ Group met to discuss various regional transit issues affecting Metro and the Municipal Operators. In the spirit of enhancing partnerships with Municipal Operators, I emphasized the need to improve the on-time performance, and in particular, the need to increase ridership to be better aligned with service levels.

Other meeting topics included:

The development of guidelines for the implementation of Measure R Local Return and bus capital dollars was also discussed. The guidelines are scheduled to go before the Board for consideration in October. 

Staff also gave updates on station gating as well as on the TAP program which will continue to undergo various system tests. An update was also given concerning sales tax revenues and the FY10 funding marks with more information regarding funding marks to be available late this year. 
Our Government Relations staff also made a presentation on the status of a potential ballot initiative that would protect local transit revenues. We also discussed the status of state bills AB 672 & AB 1072—both of which Metro supports.  

Representatives of Los Angeles Valley College gave a presentation on the Bus Operator Bridge Program which helps to recruit and train bus operators. The two week program currently enjoys a 90% graduation rate.

An update on the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee emphasized SB 375 as an important issue currently facing the committee.  The update featured an overview of SB 375 including an expected increase in demand for transit service that the bill’s provisions will likely create.   

The Municipal General Managers made announcements regarding labor negotiations, new service and openings of facilities in their areas. 

Communications Wins Clean Air Award

The Air Quality Management District (AQMD) has commended Metro’s Rideshare PlanMaker CD as a user-friendly and efficient tool for southland employers to design and implement successful rideshare programs. “This prestigious award honors the visionaries in our region who have helped in the fight for clean air through innovation, leadership and exemplary service,” says Lourdes Cordova Martinez, Community Relations Manager for the AQMD.  
The PlanMaker CD and web link won the award in the Public Education on Air Quality Issues category. Novice rideshare planners and seasoned professionals have found the PlanMaker to be a one-stop resource for rideshare services, tips, programs, web links, forms and literature. 
Expo Construction Notice

Construction crews will be working to stabilize the existing sewer line at Ballona Creek by performing a pressure grouting process that will include drilling a series of columns to strengthen the area surrounding the sewer line. This work will last from September 14, 2009 through Friday, October 23, 2009.
What: Mini-Jet grout columns to stabilize sewer line at Ballona Creek
When: Monday, September 14, 2009 through Friday, October 23, 2009
Daytime Hours: 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Nighttime Hours: 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.
Crews will work in two shifts for the duration of this construction activity.
Where: Exposition Right-of-Way at Ballona Creek between Jefferson Boulevard and National Boulevard
Traffic Impacts:
There will be no long-term traffic impacts, such as street closures or detours, as a result of these construction activities. However, occasional lane closures on National Boulevard will be implemented to perform this work.
Flagmen and/or directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers in order to minimize disruption to traffic.
Advisories:
Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.   
Next Week’s Procurement Postings

RFP for Rideshare Commute Services

Procurement will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure Rideshare Commute Services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 16, 2009, through January 31, 2010.

The Metro Commute Services (MCS) department provides commute assistance services to businesses in the greater Los Angeles County area. These services include: 1) provision of commute information to businesses and commuters regarding carpooling, vanpooling, transit and other transportation alternatives to driving alone; 2) assistance in developing employer commute programs; 3) assistance with meeting air quality requirements; and 4) provision of incentives to encourage use of alternative transportation modes. The purpose of this service contract is to support these various MCS functions by providing software and specialists to coordinate the work and required reports.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Linda Wasley, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4186.

IFB for Boot & Spring Assemblies for Detroit Diesel Engines

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure boot and spring assemblies for Detroit Diesel engines. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 10, 2009, through January 29, 2010.

The boot and spring assembly transfers the spark energy from the coil pack to the spark plug in a Detroit Diesel Series 50G natural gas engine. These inventory parts are needed for normal preventative maintenance.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be participating in an APTA informational webinar and attending the 57/60 Confluence Meeting & Luncheon in the City of Industry. I will also be attending the Board Committee Meetings on Wednesday & Thursday. In addition, I will be attending the Mobility 21 Meeting and also meeting with Senator Carol Liu (D-21) to discuss issues related to her district.
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