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	State Legislative Hearings
Today, the Legislature held two hearings in regards to rail and government reform. The Assembly Select Committee on Rail chaired by Assemblymember Mike Davis (D- 48) met to discuss the impacts of the economic downturn on rail transportation. Expert panelists included, Gus Khouri from the California Transit Association, who testified that local agencies need the appropriate state dunding to meet state policies such as AB 32 and SB 375. Dan Leavitt from the California High Speed Rail Authority also testified and provided an update on their application for ARRA funds. Mark Pisano, Fellow at the Keston Institute, also testified at the hearing.

The Legislature also held a joint hearing of the Senate and Assembly Select Committee on Improving State Government. The first part of the hearing focused on previous reform efforts, federal and state models for decision making and increasing oversight and bipartisanship. The second half of the hearing focused on reforming the budget process. Some of the expert panelist included State Treasurer Bill Lockyer, Fred Silva from California Forward, State Inspector General Laura Chick, “Pat” Brown Institute Executive Director Jaime Regalado and Robert Naylor, former Republican Leader of the Assembly. The Committee intends to return in January 2010 to identify potential legislative proposals to improve State Government.

Lapsing American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funds Allocated to Cities 

 

Yesterday, we notified 13 cities that all or part of their American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds will be recommended for lapsing during the Board of Directors November/December meeting cycle. To appeal our recommendation, representatives of the Cities must attend the November 4, 2009 Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting as outlined in the attached notification. We will report on the results of the TAC meeting appeals to the Planning and Programming Committee on November 18, 2009 and to the full Board on December 10, 2009. If you have any questions about the lapsing process, please contact David Yale, Director of Regional Programming at yaled@metro.net or at (213) 922-2469.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/LapsingARRA_Letter.pdf
Update: Channel 7 to Air Investigative Piece on Metro Blue Line Fatality Tonight During 11:00 p.m. Newscast.

Channel 7 will air an investigative story tonight at 11:00 p.m. about the death last January of a visually-impaired man who was killed when he attempted to walk between two Metro Blue Line train cars at a station platform. Channel 7 Producer Lisa Bartley, whose story was originally scheduled to air on Tuesday night, began to air a series of undercover investigative reports on our accessible service in June of this year. The family of the man in tonight’s story has filed a lawsuit against Metro. In addition, two other patrons featured in earlier stories have also filed lawsuits. 
Media Attending Today’s Board Meeting

A number of media outlets covered today’s Board meeting. Reporters were interested in the Adoption of the 2009 Long Range Transportation Plan. Those attending today included the LA Times, La Opinion, Korean Daily News, Eastern Group Newspapers, Pasadena Star News, San Gabriel Valley Tribune, The Whittier Daily News, Los Angeles Daily News, KABC-TV, KFI Radio, KPCC Radio, KNX/KFWB Radio and City News Service. Stories are expected to run later today and tomorrow. Media Relations also issued a news release announcing the Board’s adoption of the Long Range Transportation Plan. 

Press Release Link: http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_173.htm
CHP Terminal Inspection at Division 10
The California Highway Patrol (CHP) Motor Carrier Team from the Los Angeles Southern Division conducted a terminal inspection at Division 10 as required by California Vehicle Code, Section 34501. The terminal inspection went very well and Division 10 received an overall rating of “satisfactory”. Twenty buses were randomly selected as they returned from service and were inspected for safety and regulatory compliance against the California Code of Regulations. Inspectors noted 29 total violations on the 20 buses inspected with only one bus out-of-service; however, they found that all maintenance and driver log books as well as all driver transit training records are on file and current. Overall, we continue our trend of improved CHP inspections this year at each of our divisions. This concludes the terminal inspections for the Westside/Central Sector as well as all Metro divisions for 2009.
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