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In this issue:
· Congratulations on Historic Opening
· Los Angeles City Council Adopts Resolution Supporting our Pursuit of Federal Funding Agreements for the Regional Connector and Westside Subway Extension
· Channel 7 Interviews CEO Art Leahy re: Orange County Plans to Widen I-405 Freeway



	Congratulations on Historic Opening
During the weekend opening of the Edward R. Roybal Gold Line Extension to East Los Angeles, Metro carried 75,000 friends of the line to eight brand new stations on Sunday. As I traveled amongst them on the train and enjoyed the festivities at Union, Little Tokyo Arts, Mariachi and East Los Angeles Civic Center stations, I was filled with pride and moved by the history of the event that reconnected, by rail, one of our region’s oldest neighborhoods and a place where our diverse ancestries first called home in Southern California. I was fortunate to walk into this success --- a light rail line completed on time, within budget and without incidence and delivered into service of a deserving community, specifically due to the commitment of this Board and the outstanding efforts of staff throughout the agency.

In advance of the safety enhancements for the line recently approved by the board, additional safety measures were deployed on Monday morning with ten crossing guards positioned at the five schools closest to the alignment to assist students crossing Metro tracks. The guards escort children to and from school in the morning and in the afternoon and will be in place until June 20, 2010. Additionally, traffic control officers have been stationed at key locations in the City and the County and will remain for the next two weeks to assist motorists crossing the tracks. The 24 Ambassadors remain on post from 6:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on weekends. In addition, over 200 bilingual Spanish/English warning signs have been posted on the right-of-way to ensure critical messaging is taking place.

Many residents throughout the area are enjoying the cultural richness of Boyle Heights and East Los Angeles for the first time as they have personally articulated to me and other staff riding the system.

Congratulations to the Board and the staff on this historic achievement!
Los Angeles City Council Adopts Resolution Supporting our Pursuit of Federal Funding Agreements for the Regional Connector and Westside Subway Extension
Today, the Los Angeles City Council adopted a Resolution by Councilmembers Bill Rosendahl and Ed Reyes supporting our pursuit of long-term federal funding agreements for the Regional Connector and the Westside Purple Line Subway Extension through the Federal Transit Administration's New Starts Program. The Council's Information Technology & Governmental Affairs Committee had previously recommended that the full Council approve this resolution and the Council took its action today without any further discussion.
Channel 7 Interview on Orange County’s Plan to Widen I-405 Freeway

Following up on a Los Angeles Times article this morning about how Orange and Los Angeles Counties have differing transportation priorities, Channel 7 reporter Gene Gleeson interviewed me this morning for a follow-up broadcast that will air this afternoon and evening. The Channel 7 story will focus on Orange County’s plans to widen the I-405 Freeway between Irvine and the Los Angeles County border, a move which is generating some opposition by local residents, but also has raised concerns about a potential bottleneck when motorists reach Los Angeles County. The reporter will note that Orange County transportation officials put more emphasis on highways than public transit projects compared to Los Angeles County, which is more densely populated and also has less space for highway expansion than its neighbor to the south. However, I noted that transportation officials in the two counties do cooperate and I have been in touch with new Orange County Transportation Authority CEO Will Kempton.
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