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In this issue:
· State Legislative Hearings
· Media Inquiry into Caltrans 710 Tunnel Feasibility Study 

· Metro’s Online News & Feature Service Growing in Popularity



	State Legislative Hearings 

Yesterday, the Senate Transportation & Housing Committee held the first of two hearings on High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lanes. The hearings were spurred by several bills that were introduced last year that attempted to alter policies on HOV lanes in the State. Chairman Alan Lowenthal (D-27) scheduled the hearings to get testimony from various groups in regards to the purpose and effectiveness of HOV Lanes. Yesterday, representatives from various private and public organizations including Caltrans, San Diego Association of Governments, Toyota, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and the Air Resources Board provided their perspective on the effectiveness of HOV Lanes. Senator Lowenthal will have a HOV hearing in Southern California where we will participate. 

In addition, there will be several legislative hearings the week of November 30, 2009.

Monday, November 30, 2009

Assembly Select Committee on Rail

Assemblymember Mike Davis (D-48), Chair

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Metro Headquarters, Board Room

An Assessment of Rail Safety and Transportation in Los Angeles County

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Senate Transportation & Housing Committee

Senator Alan Lowenthal, Chair

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Metro Headquarters, Board Room

Public Hearing on HOV Lanes

Friday, December 4th

Assembly Transportation Committee

Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-49), Chair

Metro Headquarters, Board Room

Public hearing on Budget Cuts Impacts on Transit and Finding Solutions
Time - TBD

Media Inquiry into Caltrans 710 Tunnel Feasibility Study 


The Pasadena Star News has inquired about the newly released Caltrans 710 Tunnel Feasibility Study.  The study concludes it would be technically feasible to complete the 710 Freeway underground, and evaluates geologic conditions for five proposed underground zones. A briefing to the project’s steering committee will be held tonight in San Marino. Metro Executive Director of Highway Programs reported that Metro and Caltrans are jointly funding the draft study, and that it is intended to be route neutral, meaning that no particular route has been selected. Following input from the steering committee, the draft study will then be presented to the public for input. The final study is scheduled to be ready in April 2010.  The agency’s Board of Directors, working in concert with Caltrans, will decide any future project actions, which could include, among other things, moving to a technical environmental document or conducting additional technical analysis based on public feedback. The story is expected to run tomorrow.

Metro’s Online News & Feature Service Growing in Popularity

It has been less than a month since The Source debuted on metro.net (www.metro.net/thesource) and the real-time news and feature service is gaining in popularity. On Sunday, November 15, 2009, The Source received more than 11,000 page views. A steady stream of short posts from the field, along with photos and video kept the public informed of all the Metro Gold line Eastside Extension activities and the reports on corridor projects and other transportation news and Metro lifestyle features are building an audience. Even the media is starting to link back to The Source for more information. We also included a recent Spanish/English post and will soon start doing short pod cast interviews with Metro officials to lend context to key transportation issues.
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